Term 1—Week 3— Thursday 10th February 2022

Warrnambool West Primary School
‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’

We have had a wonderful start to the school year in Year 3/4. We have been focussing on developing
classroom routines and building a community of mathematicians, readers and writers. For the Year 3
students, it has been exciting to move from the F-2 area over to the 3-6 building! Highlights of the past
two weeks have been playing tennis in the sunshine last Friday during 3-6 Sport and meeting our new
buddies in Year 1/2G.
What is the best thing about being back at
school?
Narlah – seeing all of our friends
Tyler A – being in the senior building
Nate – seeing my little cousin, Imogen, in Foundation

Namayah – learning new things
Addisyn – seeing new teachers
James – just being happy
Daniel – showing new students around the school
Connor – playing with Chayce and Koby
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From the Principal
Dear Families,
Congratulations to all students on the
way they have settled back into school
routines. Staff have worked with students to set up the
routines and structures that will maximise opportunities for
the students to learn. Some of the teaching and learning over
the past week has included, ‘What makes a good student /
teacher? How to select a ‘good fit’ book, What is the learning
pit? and Growth Mind set Vs a Fixed Mindset attitude to
learning. Laying the foundations for learning spaces play a
central role in creating a positive and safe learning space.
Staff have also planned various class activities designed to
promote student engagement and enhance each child’s sense
of belonging to their new group. While it is the teacher's job
to facilitate and model proactive and positive expectations, it
is an expectation at Warrnambool West that every student
takes responsibility for their own learning and care for and
encourage one another. Only with everyone's cooperation
and collaboration can the learning environment flourish the
way it should and learning opportunities are maximised. Your
positive conversations at home help your children take
responsibility for their learning including feeling safe and
confident. Each day, Karen and I visit every classroom and we
are most impressed with the calm learning spaces and the
high level of engagement from students. Well done team
WEST!
Staff Leave
It is with mixed emotions that tomorrow we farewell 5/6G
teacher Mrs. Liz Hopkins. Liz has made the difficult, yet
exciting decision to take personal leave from Warrnambool
West Primary School until term 3 2022. Liz has accepted a
position in QLD working in the disability sector. This
opportunity will allow Liz to be closer to family whilst
furthering her skills. Liz is a most valued member of staff who
has contributed significantly to Warrnambool West in such a
positive way over the past three years. While we understand
and respect her need to take time away from school, we will
miss her smile, energy, and friendship as I’m sure all her
students and families will.
As of Monday, 14th February, Mrs. Kristen Timoteo will teach
the class. Kristen is a very experienced teacher, who has
worked in QLD schools, teaching year 5/6 students and has
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held several leadership positions. Kristen spent time last week
meeting with Liz and her students to commence the
important process of building connections with students and
enabling Liz to pass on valuable information regarding the
students and their learning needs. We wish Liz and her family
all the very best for their move to QLD of the year. It is not
goodbye but rather see you later!
Covid Update
The advice from the Health Department and DET is that
parents and carers should continue to conduct tests for their
children at home and must report any positive test results to
school and the Department of Health. The tests should be
conducted twice weekly, on days that suit families – no
particular days are prescribed, but it is suggested testing
occurs at the beginning and again mid-week. Some students
and families have already been impacted by contracting covid
however we are extremely fortunate that we have not had
any positive cases of students who have attended school
while positive . Thank you to families for continuing to make
contact with us to keep us informed of positive cases and
close contacts. A reminder that we are hosting a pop-up
vaccination clinic next Wednesday 16th February from 3:305:30pm. Book your appointment via the school office and
return your consent form.
Additional Tutor Learning Support
Our learning support program commenced this week. Mrs
Woolman has done an incredible job to get this program up
and running with all of the necessary assessments and
Education plans and goals for each student. Students will
work in small groups, receiving three sessions per week.
Identification of students has been made through the use of
2021 teacher judgement using existing classroom-based
observation and end of year DET assessments. If your child
has not been included in this first intake this does not
necessarily mean that they will not be. All students have been
assessed and prioritised in accordance to learning growth
measured by formal and informal assessments. If you have
any concerns or questions, about this please speak to your
child’s class teacher.
Prep Interviews
Thank you to all parents for bringing their students in on
Wednesday for their English and Numeracy interviews. These
will continue to take place over the next few weeks. If you are
unable to make your allocated time, please contact the school
so a different time can be arranged.
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Uniform

Theircare
Our before and after school care OSCH program-Theircare has
re-commenced. The hours of service are 7am-9am and 3:20pm
-6pm, Monday to Friday. If you wish your child to attend any
session, please register at www.theircare.com.au. Even if you
do not not require care, it costs nothing to register and it will
enable Theircare to provide safer care should you need it in an
emergency. Our service co-ordinator, Claudia is available
onsite from 2:30 pm each day if you wish to speak with her or
require any assistance to complete the registration.

Just a reminder regarding uniform and the importance of
making sure all students are in correct uniform and are
wearing hats during this term. If you require assistance with
purchasing uniform, please talk to Ms Holdsworth or office
staff about accessing assistance through the State Schools
Relief uniform fund.
Finally, thanks again for the great start to 2022. We will have
some bumps in the road with Covid in our community. Keep
doing your part as it held us in good stead for the last two
years. We will keep you updated with cases and if any year
levels impacted.

New arrival

Regards,

Over the Christmas break Destiny, Narlah
and Melody became big sisters to the
early, but safe arrival of baby ACE. The girls
are very excited to finally have a boy in
their family. Congratulations to proud
parents Molly and Ollie; we can’t wait to meet your baby boy.

Clare

Gold House are the School Wide
Positive Behaviour winners
Across the school each week, our students are immersed
in a School Wide Positive Behaviour focus where expected
behaviours are taught and identified as a weekly behaviour
intention. When students are observed modelling the
behaviour, they are awarded points for their House.
Last week, Gold House were our winners for gaining the
most points! We were so proud of our students actively
demonstrating the expectations and using the language of
our school values across the school. Well done everyone.
This week, the behaviour intention we are watching out for
again is:
We are learning to CONNECT with each other as
Warrnambool West students. We are learning to show the
expectations of the classroom and of the school. We can
be successful by enacting on our school values by being
Safe, being a Learner, being respectful and being
Inclusive.
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From the
Assistant Principal
Karen

Connecting to how we feel.

Throughout the day, we can feel a whole range of emotions. Rarely do we get through one single day and feel only
one or two emotions. It is natural to undergo the ups and downs of varying emotions and this also depends on what
we experience.
These experiences may also range in intensity. For example; you cannot find your school bag in the morning, you miss
the bus, your teacher praises you for having a growth mindset in your learning, you are awarded student of the week
or you went out of your comfort zone and played with new students in your class. Whatever it may be, our emotions
and experiences count and connect us to our situations and shape us as human beings.
The work we have launched into with A Big Life this week is focused on The Zones of Regulation. Experts describe selfregulation as - ‘doing what needs to be done to be in the ideal state for the given situation, including regulating our
sensory needs, emotions and impulses’.
With the A Big Life team in the coming weeks, students and our staff will learn to categorise all feelings into four
different colours- blue, green, yellow and red. We will learn how the colours represent different levels of energy and
alertness in the brain and/or body and importantly students will be able to describe the range of emotions and match
it to a particular colour. As you can see, all ages will be able to be emotionally literate, identify and articulate these
feelings in appropriate ways.
The Zones and emotions are briefly described here and you will start to hear your children talk about their feelings in
this way!

BLUE ZONE –
Bored, Tired, Sad, Sick

GREEN ZONE –
Happy, Calm, Focused, Content

YELLOW ZONE –
Worried, Silly, Surprised, Confused,

RED ZONE –
Panic, ecstatic, angry, devastated

S AI L I N G TO WAR D S S U C C E S S

Rest and
Re-energise

Good to
go.

Be aware,
take caution

May need
to stop and
notice

Warrnambool West Primary School

10/02/2022

Page 7

This week, we are getting to know our new Education Support
Staff members.
Makayla Lowther

Jasmine Holloway

What is one of your hidden talents? I am a
horse rider.

What is one of your hidden talents? I played hockey
all through high school whilst growing up.

What would the students be surprised to
find out about you? I have never watched
any of the Star Wars or Harry Potter films.

What would the students be surprised to find out
about you? My family owned 30+ horses,

In your spare time, what makes you ‘tick’?
Going for a walk on the beach or riding my
two horses.
What are your plans for the future? To go to
university and become a lawyer.

In your spare time, what makes you ‘tick’. Catching
up with friends.
What are your plans for the future? I would like to
travel, (take my kids to Disney Land).
What is your favourite book or movie of all time?
Greece

What is your favourite book or movie of all
time? Ride Like a Girl

Are you’re a summer or winter person? Winter.

Are you’re a summer or winter person? Definitely summer!!

What is your first memory from primary school?
There was only 50 students at my school.

What is your first memory from primary
school? My first day of Prep, I cried on the
playground because I didn’t want my Dad to
leave.

To you, what school value is the most important
and why? Being inclusive because I want everyone
to feel a part of the school community.

To you, what school value is the most important and why? Being inclusive, because if
everyone is included and made feel welcome
then you see growth academically and socially.
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Warrnambool West Primary School is hosting a mini COVID-19 vaccination clinic. This clinic will provide first doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 paediatric vaccine to all eligible students aged 5 to 11.

The clinic is at Warrnambool West Primary, 3:30-5:30pm on Wednesday
16th February.

Getting vaccinated is safe, effective and free.

How to book
Phone school office to book your appointment.
Complete the consent form by Thursday, February 10th and return to
school.
The school will send you your vaccination time.
You can walk in to get vaccinated
OR
You can book at also book directly by phoning the vaccination providerCobden Health Family Practice on 55953110

Find out more about vaccination for kids: https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and
-teenagers

Meet your teachers and new Staff
Friday 25th of February 5.00-6.30pm
All WWPS families
come along and join us for a BBQ (no charge) and colour run

ALL FAMILIES WILL NEED TO CHECK IN WITH OUR QR CODE
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Come join us on the 25th of February for a welcome back to school event. A colour run and free BBQ
will be held from 5-7pm in the evening, raising funds for a host of programs for our students in 2022.
Don't forget to wear white and be prepared to be soaked in colour as you run the obstacle course!
Funds will be raised online leading up to and following the event. You may also wish to bring a donation on the day. We can't wat to see you all there!
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Important Dates: Term 1, 2022
WEEK
Week 3

MONDAY
7th

TUESDAY
8th

WEDNESDAY
9th

7th—11th

14th

15th

14th—
18th

11th

16th

17th

18th

5-11 year old Vac- Rugby commences Assembly
cinations 3:303:30-4:30
5:50 pm

February
Week 5

10th

FRIDAY

Final day for return Assembly
of COVID Vaccination consents

February

Week 4

THURSDAY

21st

22nd

23rd

24th

21st-25th

25th
Welcome BBQ
Colour Run

February

Assembly
Week 6
28th-4th
March

28th

1st

2nd

3rd

4th
Assembly

Sporting Schools
Sporting Schools is back!
Come join Mr Hackett on Thursday afternoons starting Thursday 17th
of February. Touch rugby sessions will be held from 3:30pm- 4:30pm
on Thursdays for the Term. If you are interested please sign up at the
office. Be quick, a maximum of 25 spots are available.
Mr Hackett
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The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will
need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by
9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags.

This Weeks Special
Hedgehog - $2.50
Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00
Warrnambool West Primary School
LUNCH ORDER LIST

Meat Pies

$3.50

Pastie

$3.50

Potato Pie

$3.50

Sausage Roll

$2.50

Nibble Pie

$1.50

Plain Salad Roll

$4.20

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll

$4.50

PLEASE NOTE:
*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY
*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN PAPER BAG
THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE STUDENTS ORDER IN IT.
*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE INCLUDED. NO

CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN.
*PLEASE DO NOT SEND LUNCH ORDERS IN AN
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Students of the Week Week 2
Name

Class

Reason

Daniel Yu

Miss Evans

For being a helpful and inclusive class member this week. Daniel has
shown the initiative to help a new student in the class, taking the time
to ensure he is included in games and tasks. Well done, Daniel!

Tyller Prescott

Ms McElgunn

For being a great role model in the class and listening to all the
instructions. Tyller thankyou for being so kind, welcoming and
friendly.

Jackson Chivers

Miss Grey

For his amazing start to the school year! Well done on contributing to
class discussions and putting in 100% with your learning. Great work,
keep it up!

Summreen Yousufi

Mrs Hopkins

For demonstrating confidence and independence in how she has
settled in to her new school. She loves learning and organising
herself well for every learning task. Well done!

Imogen McKenzie

Orion Wagner-Hawkins

Mrs Roberts
For an excellent beginning to her Foundation year. Imogen is an
and Mrs Blake independent worker who strives to do her best at all times. She walks
into school by herself and organises her belongings to show she's
ready for learning. Well done Imogen!

Mrs Mitchell

For being helpful to class mates and being considerate of others. He
always tries his best.
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This week we welcomed our friendly Pet rats to the art room.

Onion and Potato Chips (Tatty)
This week students have thoroughly enjoyed interacting with our tiny new art room pets. Pet rats, Onion and Tatty have
spent time walking around the tables whilst students painted and worked on their colour wheels and Kandinsky circles.
In my experience, bringing Onion and Tatty into the school setting enriches the classroom experience. Students love
observing and caring for the rats; instilling a sense of responsibility and respect for life. They make every child smile!
Our classroom rats have increased sensitivity and awareness of the feelings and needs of others—towards both animals
and humans. Students will start to see directly how their behaviour and actions affect others.
Even children with no exposure to animals or nature in their home environment can see, feel, touch and make connections to the wide world of animals.
Studies show that the presence of pets tends to lessen tension in the classroom.
Check out more information: https://petkeen.com/benefits-of-classroom-pets/
Dayle Smithwick
Visual Arts Teacher
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Community News
CHILDREN WILL NEVER REMEMBER ALL THAT YOU SAY
THEY WILL REMEMBER HOW YOU MADE THEM FEEL
Welcome to the Merrivale Football Netball Club
We are looking for players
The Merrivale Football Netball Club would like to invite all students at West Warrnambool Primary School to join our under 12s team for the 2022 football season.
Preseason training will be Mondays and Wednesday nights commencing at 4:30 starting Monday
night the 7th of February
Our junior development aims to create an inclusive environment where all children will be
treated equally regardless of talent level or gender.
Our club fosters encouragement, development of both skills and knowledge of the game of football and above all creating an environment of safety, positivity, enjoyment and fun for children, parents and supporters.
For further information contact.
Rohan Crispe Junior Development Coordinator 0434196117
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NOTE: Orders will close on
the 18th of February
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