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SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  

‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’ 

On behalf of Warrnambool West Primary School, we would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which this school is built, and 

we recognise their connection to the land and community. We respect the stories, traditions, and living cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people. We respect the Elders past, present and emerging on this land, as we continue our learning journey together.  

      Warrnambool West Primary School 

Term 2 Week 8 — Thursday 11th June 2026 

This fortnight, students have been learning to recognise, 
read, write, and count the numbers 1–30 in AUSLAN. 
Through games, songs, hands-on activities, and number 
challenges, they have been building confidence in 
identifying numbers, ordering them correctly, and 
understanding their value. We have also been practising 
counting forwards and backwards and finding numbers 
before and after a given number. 



 

Dear families 

As we approach the end of another busy and rewarding term, 

I have found myself reflecting on the many moments that 

shape both our school and my own leadership journey. New 

beginnings, challenging moments, celebrations and 

achievements all contribute to who I am as a leader. They 

remind me of the importance of looking after myself so that I 

can best support, guide and serve our school community. 

One of my personal goals this year has been to remain 

solution focused. Rather than dwelling on challenges, I have 

worked to focus on what we can do together to move forward 

positively. This mindset has been strengthened by the 

incredible people around me. 

I would like to sincerely thank our staff, students and families 

for their ongoing support, partnership and commitment. The 

sense of unity across Warrnambool West Primary School 

makes me incredibly proud. Together, we continue to create a 

community where everyone belongs and can thrive. 

Keeping Our School Healthy 

As winter settles in, we kindly ask families to keep unwell 

children at home. If your child is experiencing symptoms such 

as coughing, sneezing, fever or generally feeling unwell, 

please allow them time to recover before returning to school. 

This helps minimise the spread of illness and keeps our 

students and staff healthy. 

Staffing News for Term 3 

At the end of this term, we farewell Sasha Suckling from the 

office team as she relocates to South Australia. Over the past 

four years, Sasha has been an integral part of Warrnambool 

West Primary School and has contributed enormously to our 

community. While she will be greatly missed, we wish her 

every success and happiness in this exciting new chapter. 

I am pleased to announce that Petra Lammers will be stepping 

into Sasha’s role. Petra’s knowledge of our school and 

dedication to supporting our community will ensure a smooth 

transition. 

We are also delighted to welcome Kate Jollie to our Education 

Support team. Kate will be working in 1/2EM and brings 

warmth, enthusiasm and a nurturing approach to supporting 

children. We look forward to the positive impact she will have 

on our students. Declan Murphy will be supporting 5/6S for 

the remainder of the year, his knowledge of classroom 

routines, student needs and the relationships he has built 

across the school will continue within the senior classroom. 

He heads off to Japan for a short holiday next week and will 

return with amazing stories of the culture he adores.  

With further news, we briefly farewell Daniel Symonds for 

Term 3 as he embarks on an overseas adventure with his 

partner for twelve weeks. We wish Daniel a wonderful term of 

travel, exploration and new experiences.  

Stepping into Daniel’s role for Term 3 is Danielle Cuthbertson, 

who has recently relocated to Warrnambool. Danielle brings a 

wealth of educational experience and expertise, and we are 

excited to welcome her to the Warrnambool West team for 

Term 3 in Daniel’s absence.  

Winter Sports Success 

Congratulations to our soccer and mixed netball teams for 

their outstanding efforts at last week’s Winter Sports 

competition. 

Our soccer team demonstrated excellent skill, teamwork and 

sportsmanship throughout the day, losing only one game and 

representing our school with pride. 

Our mixed netball team achieved a fantastic result, winning all 

of their games and progressing to the next stage of 

competition. We wish them the very best of luck as they 

compete tomorrow. Go WWPS! 

Reconciliation Week 

Throughout Reconciliation Week, students engaged in 

important learning and conversations centred around this 

year’s theme, Bridging Now to Next. The week provided 

opportunities to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander cultures, deepen understanding and acknowledge the 

importance of reconciliation for all Australians. 

One highlight was our Warrnambool West Choir’s 

participation in a beautiful collaborative video choir 

performance of Beds Are Burning. Thank you to Mrs Moir for 

her work in bringing this project together. Families are 

encouraged to visit our Facebook page to view the inspiring 

video. 

Student Reports 

Families may notice that some student reports look slightly 

different this semester due to industrial action undertaken by 

members of the Australian Education Union (AEU) regarding 

report comments. 

Importantly, student assessment, teacher judgement and 

achievement reporting remain unchanged. The quality, 

accuracy and professionalism behind each report continues to 

reflect the expertise and dedication of our teaching staff. 

You may also have noticed the absence of Seesaw cyclical 

reporting this term. This aligns with upcoming reporting 

changes being introduced by the Department of Education. 

Reports will be sent home on the final day of term. Thank you 
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From the Principal 

Ms Karen Holdsworth 
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to our staff for their commitment and professionalism in 

preparing these reports. 

Enriching Learning Beyond the Classroom 

Our Geography excursions and incursions will provide valuable 

opportunities for students to connect classroom learning with 

real-world experiences. 

Highlights this term include: 

• The Year 5/6 Coastal Walk with local expert Dr John 

Sherwood. 

• The Year 3/4 Multicultural Festival. 

• The Foundation Nature Bus excursion. 

These experiences enrich our curriculum and help bring 

learning to life for our students. 

Recording Student Absences 

Please remember to correctly enter your child’s absences 

through Compass whenever possible. 

If you are experiencing difficulties accessing Compass, please 

contact the office and our staff will be happy to assist. 

Accurate attendance coding is a Department requirement, and 

unexplained absences impact both school and system data. 

Your support in ensuring absences are correctly recorded is 

greatly appreciated. 

Last Day of Term – Winter Woollies Day! 

To celebrate the end of Term 2, we invite all students to 

participate in our Winter Woolly Day on the final day of term. 

Bring out your snow gear, scarves, gloves, beanies and even 

your warmest woolly socks as we embrace the winter season 

together. We look forward to seeing everyone rugged up and 

ready for a fun-filled day! 

Take care everyone. Take a moment to share a moment with 

someone special, whether it is a kind text, an extra effort to 

talk with someone you care about or a passing smile or 

greeting. Everyone deserves and needs a kind word from 

someone.  

Have a great rest of your week! 

Karen Holdsworth 

From The Office 

Uniform Donations 
If you have any pre-loved uniform that your child has grown out of, please feel free to bring it into the office. We always 
appreciate any uniform items donated to school. 

CSEF Applications 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps, and sporting 
activities. If you have a valid, means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card, or 
Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category 
for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $400 for eligible school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards 
expenses relating to camps, excursions, and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. If you applied for CSEF through our 
school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances. If you would like to apply for the first time, forms are available from the front office.  

Parent Payment Contributions 
Parent Payment Contributions for 2026 will be $290.00 per student. The ongoing financial support of our families ensures that we 
can provide the excellent range of resources and facilities for your child/children.  

We are now receiving payments by bPay, Direct Deposit, CentrePay, Cash or Eftpos. Please call into the office to organise 
payment arrangements.  

5/6 Camp 
Years 5/6 Melbourne Camp will be held on Monday 27th July to Wednesday 29th July. The total cost of this camp per student is 
$447. Consent, medical and payment forms have been sent home with students. Please complete these forms and return them 
to the school office as soon as possible. This ensures we can run a fun and well organised camp for all students.  

3/4 Camp 
Years 3/4 Halls Gap Camp will be held on Monday 17th August to Wednesday 19th August. The estimated cost of this camp per 
student is $340. Expression of interest forms have been sent home with students. These are due back Friday 26th June 2026 with 
a deposit of $50. If this form has not been returned by this date, your child will not be able to attend camp.  

Please contact the office to organise payment arrangements or set up a payment plan. CSEF and SSB funds can be used to cover 
the remaining cost of the camp if applicable.  
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Last week, I had the opportunity to attend a professional learning day focused on 
supporting students who are learning English as an Additional Language (EAL). The 
day provided valuable insights into evidence-based strategies that help EAL 
students access the curriculum, build their language skills and experience success 

in the classroom. It was a wonderful reminder of the strengths that multilingual learners bring to our 
school, and I look forward to working with staff to continue strengthening our practices so that every 
student can thrive. 

At Warrnambool West Primary School we are proud of the rich diversity within our school 
community. Our students, families and staff come from a wide range of cultural, linguistic, religious 
and personal backgrounds, and this diversity strengthens our school every day. We are committed to 
ensuring that every student feels safe, respected, valued and included. 

Celebrating diversity is an important part of who we are as a school. We want every student to feel a 
strong sense of belonging and to know that their identity, culture and experiences are valued. 
Through our teaching and learning programs, we actively promote respect, empathy, inclusion and 
understanding, helping students develop the skills they need to thrive in an increasingly diverse 
world. 

As educators, we know that fostering these values is a partnership between school and home. We 
encourage families to have conversations with their children about treating others with kindness and 
respect, appreciating different perspectives, and recognising the strengths that diversity brings to our 
community. These discussions help build positive relationships and contribute to a welcoming 
environment for all. 

Our school has policies, procedures and learning opportunities in place that support inclusion and 
ensure that all students feel respected and supported. Racism in any form is unacceptable and is not 
tolerated. As a school we take appropriate action to reinforce our commitment to creating a school 
environment where everyone belongs. Thank you for your ongoing partnership in helping us create a 
school community where every student feels valued, respected and empowered to learn. 

From the Assistant Principal 

Ms. Jodie Abbott 

Building a Safe, Respectful and Inclusive School Community 
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This term, students in 3/4WB have been focusing on being ‘Calm and Clear’. They 
have explored ways to care for their emotional ‘zones’ and developed strategies to 
help regulate their feelings and return to calm state when needed. 

Students have investigated what happens in their bodies when they feel stressed, 
worried or anxious, learning to recognise the physical signs that indicate that they 
may need a calming strategy. They have also discussed the difference between 
‘scary safe’ and ‘scary dangerous’ situations. 

“Scary dangerous is a big shark coming towards you ready to bite” – Lizzy 

“Something that is scary safe is a rollercoaster” – Natalie 

“Scary dangerous is a snake trying to bite you” – Sophie 

“Scary safe is when it is dark outside” – Mason 
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Students of the Week - Week 7 
Student Class Student Class 

Texas F - Mrs Roberts and Mrs Blake Bella Lin 5/6S - Mr Symonds 

Tim Xu 1/2M - Mrs Mitchell Ratul Renjith 5/6G - Miss Grey 

Blayd Bowler 1/2EM - Miss Evans & Ms McElgunn 
Ratul Renjith, Heather 

Gemaro 
Specialist - Mr Fitzgibbon 

Sophia W Yu 3/4H - Miss Hoy Cheyda Kelly, Jason Lin Specialist - Ms Kavanagh 

Molly McColl 3/4WB - Mrs White & Ms Bissett Zephaniah Howell Principal’s Award 
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Important Dates 
 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 9 

15th - 19th 

June 
 

15 16 17 18 
9:30-11am Toddle on 
Hoddle 

19 
11:30am 5/6 
Geography Walk 
2:45pm Assembly 

Week 10 

22nd - 26th 

June 
 

22 23 24 
Foundation Excursion 

25 
9:30-11am Toddle on 
Hoddle 

26 
Last Day Term 2. 
2:30pm finish 

27th June - 

12th July 

School Holidays 

Week 1 

13th - 17th 

July 

 

13 
First Day Term 3 

14 
GALS Workshop 

15 16 17 
2:45pm Assembly 

Week 2 

20th - 24th 

July 

 

20 21 22 23 
9:30-11am Toddle on 
Hoddle 

24 
2:45pm Assembly 
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