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SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  

‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’ 

On behalf of Warrnambool West Primary School, we would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which this school is built, and 

we recognise their connection to the land and community. We respect the stories, traditions, and living cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people. We respect the Elders past, present and emerging on this land, as we continue our learning journey together.  

      Warrnambool West Primary School 

Term 2 Week 4 — Thursday 14th May 2026 

This week in 3/4H, we have been busy sharpening up our handwriting skills and 
practising correct letter formation! Even though we have learned handwriting before, 
sometimes our brains and hands need a little refresh to help us do our very best work. 
We have been focusing on neat sizing, spacing, and forming our letters correctly so our 
writing is easier to read and looks fantastic. Strong handwriting skills also help us 
become more fluent writers, meaning we can get our amazing ideas 
onto paper more quickly and confidently during writing tasks. We 
are very proud of the effort everyone has been putting into 
improving their handwriting this week! 



 

Happy week 4 everyone! 

It is with great pride that I continue to lead a school where 

trust, connection and student-centred decision making are at 

the heart of all we do. Every day, we see the strength of our 

community through the relationships we build, the care we 

show one another, and the opportunities we create for our 

students to thrive. 

High Tea Success 

A sincere thank you to everyone who attended our Mother’s 

Day High Tea on Monday. With over 50 attendees, the 

morning was filled with connection, laughter and 

appreciation as families enjoyed sweet treats, coffee and 

cups of tea together. 

Our Junior School Council students were exceptional hosts, 

greeting guests, waiting tables, assisting with set up and pack 

up, and representing our school with pride and maturity. 

Thank you also to our wonderful staff for generously 

contributing food and treats for parents, grandparents, 

aunties and special family members to enjoy. Events such as 

these remind us of the strong sense of community we share 

at Warrnambool West Primary School. 

LC1 Swimming Program 

Over the past two weeks, our Foundation to Year 2 students 

have participated in their important swimming program. 

Programs such as these provide students with essential life 

skills and confidence in the water. 

The daily organisation, preparation and adjustments to 

learning programs required for swimming weeks are 

significant, and I would like to sincerely thank our staff for 

their efforts and flexibility throughout the program. Their 

commitment ensures students continue to experience 

valuable learning opportunities both inside and outside the 

classroom. 

Enrolment Time! 

School tours have now commenced, and we are excited to 

welcome prospective families into our school. We are 

offering both daytime and evening tours to cater for families’ 

varying schedules and commitments. 

Choosing a school is one of the biggest decisions families 

make for their child, and we love having the opportunity to 

showcase the outstanding learning environment, caring 

culture and opportunities available at Warrnambool West 

Primary School. 

Please continue to spread the word and encourage any 

prospective families you may know to book a tour over the 

coming weeks. 

Exciting Partnership with South West Healthcare 

We are thrilled to be forming a new community partnership 

with South West Healthcare as we continue developing a 

stronger community hub here at Warrnambool West Primary 

School. 

Our new initiative, Bridging Our Community Hub – 

Connecting Cultures, Removing Barriers and Building 

Belonging, aims to bring together and support our 

multicultural community through connection, conversation 

and shared experiences. 

To launch the group, we will be holding a morning tea on: 

Tuesday 3 June 10:00am – 11:00am 

Warrnambool West Primary School 

This group will provide opportunities for families to meet, 

discuss important topics, strengthen connections and gain 

access to services and opportunities available throughout 

our city. We look forward to seeing this partnership grow 

and flourish. 

Education Week – Showcase Our School 

Education Week begins on 18 May, with this year’s theme 

focusing on showcasing our school community and 

celebrating the many strengths of our students and 

programs. 

As part of Education Week, families are invited to attend our: 

Showcase Performance 

Thursday 21 May at 2:30pm 

Multipurpose Room 

Classes will proudly perform their Eisteddfod items for 

families and community members. Students have been 

rehearsing their prose and choral speaking pieces with great 

excitement, and we are looking forward to sharing their 

talents with our community. 

We encourage all families to come along and enjoy an 

afternoon of entertainment and celebration as we showcase 

the wonderful students’ performances. 

Year 5/6 Melbourne Camp – Term 3 

Earlier this week, an Expression of Interest letter was sent 

home regarding the upcoming Year 5/6 Melbourne Camp in 

Term 3. This early notice is designed to give families ample 

time to prepare and organise the required payments. 

School camps provide enormous benefits for students, 

including opportunities to build independence, resilience, 

teamwork, confidence and social connections. For our Year 6 

students especially, camp experiences create lasting 

memories and are an important part of their final year of 
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From the Principal 

Ms Karen Holdsworth 
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primary school. 

Melbourne Camp is always an exciting experience for students 

and staff alike, with a wide range of engaging activities and 

experiences on offer throughout the week. 

We encourage families to please return the deposit and your 

child’s name to the school office as soon as possible to assist 

us with planning and bookings. 

Attendance is everyone’s responsibility 

At Department of Education Victoria, regular school 

attendance is recognised as one of the most important factors 

in supporting student learning, wellbeing and long-term 

success. Every day at school provides opportunities for 

children to build their academic skills, strengthen friendships, 

develop routines and confidence, and stay connected to their 

learning community. Missing school can make it harder for 

students to keep up with classroom learning and social 

development, even when absences are occasional. 

At Warrnambool West PS, we work in partnership with 

families to support strong attendance habits and ensure every 

child feels connected, supported and ready to learn. If your 

family is experiencing challenges that may impact attendance, 

we encourage you to reach out so we can work together to 

provide support and maintain positive learning outcomes for 

your child. 

Head Lice Reminder 

In line with Department of Education advice, we ask all 

families to regularly check their child’s hair for head lice and 

eggs, particularly throughout the school term when close 

contact between children is common. 

Early detection and treatment are important in helping reduce 

the spread within schools. If live lice are detected, treatment 

should begin promptly and long hair should be tied back 

where possible. 

We appreciate families working together to support the 

health and wellbeing of all students. 

Take care over the next fortnight. Leading into colder evenings 

and brisk mornings, we need to take care of our health, each 

other and be ready for school so we can bring our best each 

day. 

Kind regards, 

Karen Holdsworth 

From The Office 

Asthma and Allergy Action Plans 

If your child/children have asthma or allergies, we require an Action Plan to be completed annually. Copies of these forms 
are available at the office, these should be completed by doctors. This is important information to keep up to date in the 
case of an emergency.  
Please also provide medication to the school with a completed Medication Authority Form for any allergies  or Ventolin if 
your child has asthma.  

Uniform Donations 

If you have any pre-loved uniform that your child has grown out of, please feel free to bring it into the office. We always 
appreciate any uniform items donated to school. 

CSEF Applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps, and sporting 
activities. If you have a valid, means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care 
Card, or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special 
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $400 for eligible school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards 
expenses relating to camps, excursions, and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. If you applied for CSEF through 
our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances. If you would like to apply for the first time, forms are available from the front office.  

Parent Payment Contributions 

Parent Payment Contributions for 2026 will be $290.00 per student. The ongoing financial support of our families ensures 
that we can provide the excellent range of resources and facilities for your child/children.  

We are now receiving payments by bPay, Direct Deposit, CentrePay, Cash or Eftpos. Please call into the office to organise 
payment arrangements.  
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At school, we see every day how strong reading skills open doors for students across all 
learning areas. Reading is not just part of English — it supports success in Mathematics, 
Science, Inquiry learning and students’ confidence in everyday life. One of the most powerful 
ways families can support learning is through regular reading at home. 

Research consistently shows that students who read frequently outside of school develop stronger vocabulary, 
comprehension, spelling, writing skills and general knowledge. Even short, consistent reading sessions can make a 
significant difference over time. 

What the Research Tells Us 
Evidence shows that: 
• Students benefit most from reading regularly, rather than occasionally for long periods. 
• Reading aloud to children — even older primary students — improves vocabulary and comprehension. 
• Talking about books helps students think more deeply and strengthens understanding. 
• Access to books and positive reading experiences builds motivation and engagement. 
Importantly, reading at home should feel encouraging and enjoyable, not like a test or extra homework. 

Evidence-Based Tips for Families 
1. Read Every Day 
Aim for 10–20 minutes of reading each day. Consistency matters more than length. A short daily routine before 
bed, after dinner or during quiet time can build strong habits. 

2. Listen to Your Child Read 
When children read aloud, they practise fluency and confidence. If they get stuck on a word: 
• give them time to try, 
• encourage them to sound it out, 
• ask what parts of the words they know, 
• or read the word and continue so the flow of reading is maintained. 

3. Keep Reading Aloud 
Reading to children should not stop once they can read independently. Listening to more complex books exposes 
students to richer vocabulary, stronger sentence structures and new ideas. 

4. Talk About the Book 
Simple conversations build comprehension. You might ask: 
• What was your favourite part? 
• Why do you think the character made that choice? 
• What do you think will happen next? 
• Did this remind you of anything you know? 

5. Let Children Choose Books 
Choice increases motivation. Comics, novels, magazines, information books, recipes, sports articles and 
audiobooks all support reading development. 

6. Make Reading Visible 
Children are more likely to value reading when they see adults reading too. Sharing books, reading recipes 
together, following instructions or reading signs while out and about all show that reading is part of everyday life. 

Building Lifelong Readers 
Our goal is not only to teach students how to read, but to help them become confident, curious and capable 
readers for life. The partnership between school and home plays an important role in this journey. 
Thank you for the many ways you continue to support your child’s learning at 
home. Those small daily reading moments truly add up over time.  

From the Assistant Principal 

Ms. Jodie Abbott 

Reading at Home: Small Daily Habits, Big Long-Term Impact 
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Important Dates 
 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 5 

18th - 22nd 

May 
 

18 19 20 
10am - 2027 
Foundation Tour 
3:30-4:30pm Auskick 

21 
9:30-11am Toddle on 
Hoddle 

22 
2:45pm Assembly 

Week 6 

25th - 29th 

May 
 

25 
Eisteddfod Week 
BioCats - Koorie 
Leaders 

26 27 
12pm National 
Simultaneous Storytime 

 3:30-4:30pm Auskick 

28 
9:30-11am Toddle on 
Hoddle 

29 
2:45pm Assembly 

Week 7 

1st - 5th  

June 
 

01 02 03 
3:30-4:30pm Auskick 

04 
9:30-11am Toddle on 
Hoddle 
Winter Sports 

05 
2:45pm Assembly 

Week 8 

8th - 12th 

June 
 

08 
King’s Birthday Public 
Holiday 

09 10 
5/6 First Nations 
Leadership Day 
3:30-4:30pm Auskick 

11 
9:30-11am Toddle on 
Hoddle 

12 
2:45pm Assembly 
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