Term 1—Week 2— Thursday 4th February 2021

Warrnambool West Primary School
‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’

The Bright & Sunny Students from
Foundation/Year One
As Mrs Roberts’ students are enjoying settling into their
new class and routines, we asked them what their
favourite thing about school has been so far ….
“I love school. You get a pick of the prize
box and you get to play outside.”

“I like playing with the toys with my new
friends.”

Oliver

Ella

“I like playing with the toys at school.”

“I like playing with the toys and being in
Year One.”

Jackson

“My favourite thing is the doll’s house.”

Kevin

Paige

“I like the big playground, buddies, friends,
my teacher ……. everything!”

“I like playing with my buddies on the playground.”

Maddie

Alexis

“I love playing with the camping gear at
school.”

“I like playing outside with my buddy.”
Harmony

“I like playing outside with all of the kids.”

Melody

Khiza

“I really like the toys we can play with at
school.”

“I like my new classroom.”

Mariam

“I like being able to move my peg on the
flower when I help my teacher and playing
with my buddy.”
Tyler

Rykah

“I like to play with Cody and my friends.”
Kimi

“I like to find the letter /s/.”
Cody
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From the Principal
WELCOME BACK
Welcome back to all students, staff and families for
another year of learning at West! It was wonderful to
see so many new and familiar faces last Thursday and it
is a great credit to our students, staff and families that
the new school year has been ushered in so smoothly. I
am amazed at the independence and resilience all
students demonstrated on their first day, waving
goodbye to family members at the gate or from the
school yard. 2020 certainly taught our students real
independence and opened the pathway to resilience
that will last a lifetime.
At our first assembly, capably led by our 2021 student
leaders, Christine Burn, Andie Ivermee and Maddison
Mahony, our 2021 preps were introduced to the school
community by their buddies. The arrival of new Preps
always creates a positive feel in a school as we all share
their excitement of beginning their educational journey.
Our Preps are quickly adapting to the routines of school,
embracing the classroom learning and making new
friends. What an exciting time for them and their
families, as they begin what we trust will be many
happy years at our school. Well done to Mrs Meagan
Roberts for her work in facilitating a smooth start for
our newest school members. I also extend a warm
welcome to new students who have joined classes in
other year levels; Sophie Alexander (yr.1), Joshua Philip
(yr.5) and Clayton Monahan (yr 6)
Welcome to new staff members, Sinead Grey, who has
taken on the role of teaching our Year two students and
Madison Heyden who will be supporting Vanessa in the
front office and Mrs. Roberts in our Prep/one
classroom. Madison recently completed her VCE and
will use 2021 as a gap year, before heading to University
in 2022.
The year ahead will provide many opportunities for
staff, families and students to work together to
maximise learning, address challenges and celebrate
growth. These relationships between school and home
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are so important and I am grateful for the efforts made
across our school community to build and nurture these
relationships so that in the more difficult times, we are
well placed to effectively resolve problems. Please
continue to make contact with myself, our Assistant
Principal, Karen Holdsworth, Student Wellbeing mentor,
Toby Webb or the relevant teacher if you would like to
discuss any aspect of your child’s transition to the new
school year.
Thank you to students and families for the effort that is
being made to ensure learning can commence at the
first bell (9am) each day. Coming to school on time,
every day, ready for learning the fundamental elements
that underpin successful academic achievements, as
well as building a sense of belonging to their teachers
and friends. If you are have difficulty with your child’s
attendance, please make contact as we welcome the
opportunity to work with families to remove barriers
that impact on school attendance.
I trust that all students and families will find their time
at Warrnambool West rewarding in many ways.
Warrnambool West is an inclusive community that
encourages all students to treat each other with
respect, achieve personal excellence and take
ownership for behaviour. We are proud of our school
and I wish all students a very satisfying and successful
year.

Covid Safe Plan
Thank you to all our families for continuing to follow
DET’s operational guidelines to ensure we all remain
Covid Safe; I appreciate your support in keeping our
community safe. Our gates are manned both in the
mornings and afternoons. Families are welcome in the
school grounds at the start and end of each day,
providing social distancing is adhered to and the time
doesn’t extend beyond 15 minutes; a mask is now
mandatory. I ask that you restrict your entry into
classrooms and corridors until further notice. To enable
families to attend our weekly assemblies, we have
decided to trial these outside in the undercover area
(weather permitting). Staring time is 2:50 pm and those
attending must sign in using the QR code. Unfortunately
due to capacity limits, external adults will not be able to
attend any events held in the multi-purpose room.
Please find full details of our term 1, Covid Safe plan
attached to this newsletter.
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Communication

Visitor QR Sign in
All parents or visitors who are coming into the school for
more than 15 minutes, are required to sign in using the
QR code at all entrance points. You will also need to sign
in and out of the visitor register at the office. This is part
of our Covid Safe plan and it also allows us to account for
you in the event of an emergency.
Uniform
All our students looked splendid in their full uniforms as
they came through the school gates last Thursday. We
ask that you ensure your child is in uniform each day in
order to continue the high standards we set for
ourselves. Hats are to be worn until the end of April so
please ensure your child has a broad brimmed hat
(named) available every day. Those students without a
hat must remain under cover, for the duration of recess
and lunchtime. Hats can be purchased from the office.
We do have sunscreen available at school, however if
you believe your child may have an allergy to certain
sunscreen, please supply your own.
Annual Reminders
Compass is our main communication tool and all families
should now be connected. Through Compass you will
receive important text messages, excursion and camp
notifications and you can also check your child’s
attendance and log absences. If you are having trouble
with this please make contact with Vanessa or Madison
in the office and they can help set it up for you.
All families should have received an envelope at the
beginning of the week containing personal information. I
ask that you take the time to check your personal details
are correct and make any necessary adjustments,
returning the documentation to school ASAP. If there is a
change in family circumstances, please make contact
with myself and Toby so that we can offer our support to
students and families
Named Clothing

If you need to speak with your child’s teacher please
contact the office for an appointment or alternatively
write a note to arrange a meeting time. Please note: Staff
are often very busy in the mornings prior to instruction
time, preparing for the day ahead. Staff also have
meeting commitments after school on Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoons from 3.40 onwards and therefore
it is not always possible to meet with you after school on
these days. If you have an urgent concerns about your
child regarding any start of year questions or concerns,
please make contact with me through the office.

Daily Routine
School commences at 9.00am and ends at 3.20pm.
Students should not arrive at school before 8.45am.
Students should leave promptly at 3.20pm at the end of
the day. At 8:50am music is played; this signifies to the
students that they should move into their classroom and
prepare themselves for the daily learning. Recess: 11am
to 11.30am. After recess, students have a supervised
eating time. Lunch: 1.40pm (supervised eating) 1:50 to
2.20pm (lunch play). 3:20 end of the school day. A staff
member is on duty until 3:35pm in the yard.

Late Arrivals
Students arriving after 9am should report to the office
first. Office staff will record their attendance as a late
arrival and students will then go to class. Parents will be
contacted by either the principal or Toby Webb, Student
wellbeing Mentor, if lateness is becoming a problem.
Early Departure – if you wish to collect your child from
school before dismissal time, they must be signed out at
the office. This ensures all students can be accounted for
in the case of an emergency.
To assist with our Covid safe plan, you may wish to
phone the office prior to collecting your child, to ensure
a prompt exit

Parents are asked to check that clothing is clearly named.
If you have 2nd hand clothes please check that the name
has been changed. If clothes are correctly named we
have some hope of returning items to the correct
owners.
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From the
Assistant Principal
Nude food at WWPS
Welcome back to 2021! I am extremely proud and happy to see so many students
return to school with a positive mindset and be ready to learn, and I have loved seeing
the smiling faces walk through the gates again. I sincerely hope every family had a
relaxing break and I extend a big welcome to our new students and families to
Warrnambool West!
The new school year is an exciting time for everyone. It may mean we need to get
used to setting our alarms again and getting back to routines of school life. A new year
also sees new items to prepare for school, whether it be buying new school uniforms,
new shoes and maybe even a new lunch box. So what a perfect time to
educate our young children on developing new eating habits!
Nude food is just that; natural and unpackaged with many ongoing benefits.
Healthy body + Healthy mind + Healthy planet. Not only are we looking after
ourselves, we are also looking after our environment.
Australia is known for producing a large amount of waste and the wrappers
we have in our lunch boxes contribute to around 30kg of litter per person, per
year! That’s extraordinary, and also unnecessary.
Not only can we improve our children’s nutrition, we will reduce the intake of
landfill and save our planet.

Why not try some of these ideas when packing your child’s lunch box:
1. Try to minimise processed and packaged foods on your shopping list eg instead of buying small packets
of popcorn, buy the popping corn and make it yourself and place them in small containers.
2. Open a can of corn (or better yet, buy fresh corn!) and separate portions into containers.
3. Instead of buying sliced cheese, buy a block of cheese and cut small portions to put into the lunchbox.
Fruit can be given to your child in a multitude of ways, including:


Whole pieces, such as apple, mandarin, kiwi fruit, grapes, berries, nectarine and banana Chopped
pieces frozen overnight • Dried fruit, such as a small container of sultanas, dried apple, apricots or
raisins • Tinned fruit in natural juice; decanted into a small reusable container of course • Fruit Kebabs
- combine any of the chopped fruits on a wooden skewer or toot

Mrs Karen Holdsworth
Assistant Principal
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From the Office

Visiting the School:
Just a reminder that if you are visiting our school that
you must sign ‘in and out’ at the office and collect a
Student Absence:
Visitors Pass. The pass must be worn at all times while
We will be using an 'attendance text message' which you are on school grounds. A QR code must also be
will inform parents/guardians when their child/ren is scanned and you must be registered on site.
marked NOT PRESENT at school. This will be sent at
9.30am each morning.
School Charges:
Statements will be sent home in the coming days.
We ask you to ring the school or enter the absence
Please arrange prompt payment or contact Vanessa
reason onto compass when you receive this text at the office to arrange a payment plan—many
please DO NOT reply to the text message.
options available
Please ensure your mobile details and email
addresses are up to date.

Thank you

Seesaw App

This year, each classroom will again be using Seesaw.
In class, teachers will use the app to share resources with their students and see samples of a
student’s work that they have uploaded. Students will use the work to communicate and share
their work with each other.
At home, families can use the app to see photos of their child’s work, letters and information from
their student’s teacher, ideas to help their child at home and much more. Families can reply and
send messages to their child’s teacher.
Compass will still be used to manage whole school information, approving excursions and
informing the school of a student’s absence. Seesaw has information specifically related to your
child. Your child’s teacher will send home a sheet with a QR code. This is unique for each child.
Download the Seesaw Family app, select ‘I’m a parent,’ and then scan the QR code for each of your
children. Families can view the work posted in their own child's journal. Families do not see the
work of anyone else in the class. If you have more than one child at the school, you simply click on
the name of the child whose work you wish to see.
We hope you enjoy sharing your child’s learning journey with them in this way!
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Important Dates: Term 1, 2021
WEEK

MONDAY

Week 2

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

Earth Ed
Incursion Yr 1-4

Melbourne storm
incursion Yr 3-6

17th

18th

19th

24th

25th

26th

1st-5th
February
Week 3
8th—12th
February
Week 4

15th

14th—20th

16th
School Photos

February
Week 5

22nd

23rd

22nd-26th

Davidson oval
excursion Yr3-6

February

Sporting Schools
SOFTBALL
The Sporting Schools Program is back!
Each Thursday (Starting Feb 4th) there will be
FREE SOFTBALL sessions from 3:30- 4:30 pm after school!
Spots are open for all students Years F-6.
If you wish to join please register your interest with the office.
Only 25 Spots available—so get quick
Mr Hackett
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The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will
need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by
9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags.

This Weeks Special
Hedgehog - $2.50
Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00
Warrnambool West Primary School
LUNCH ORDER LIST

Meat Pies

$3.50

Pastie

$3.50

Potato Pie

$3.50

Sausage Roll

$2.50

Nibble Pie

$1.50

Plain Salad Roll

$4.20

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll

$4.50

PLEASE NOTE:
*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY
*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN

PAPER BAG THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE
STUDENTS ORDER IN IT.
*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE
INCLUDED. NO CHANGE WILL BE

GIVEN.

Warrnambool West Primary School
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WWPS return to school Covid Plan
Term 1, 2021

Drop off and pick up
Gates are open from 8.45am each morning with a supervising teacher present.
Students enter and exit from the Prep – 2 and 3-6 allocated gates.
Tait Crescent gate will also be supervised and open from 8.45am.

Parents and Carers
Parents/carers are welcome onto the school grounds however entry into corridors and classroom areas are
restricted until further notice. Please adhere to social distancing within our Covid safe practices.
If parents/carers are onsite (indoor or outdoor) for longer than 15 minutes, they must register their attendance
via the QR code located on external and office doors/windows.
Please respect a limit of two visitors in the administration area at a time.

External Visitors
- External visitors must report to the office and if onsite for more than 15 minutes, they must register their attendance via the QR code located on external and office doors/windows.

What will my child need to bring?
Drink bottle filled with water and named
Fruit, snacks and lunch for our fruit break and two eating periods
Sharing of food is not permitted at school

The school playground and grounds
The playground and surrounding grounds are not available for external use during school hours
Visitors must sign in if onsite for longer than 15 minutes
Gates are locked from 9am – 3.20pm on school days and locked on weekends

Assembly
Assemblies are held each Friday at 2.50pm
We are trialling Term 1 assemblies outdoors (weather permitting)
All parents/carers attending our assembly must socially distance and sign in via the QR
codes located on external and office doors/windows

Hand Hygiene
Students and staff are required to wash and sanitise hands before school, after eating and break times.
Hand sanitizer is available for all visitors at the front office

Sickness
If your child is unwell in any way, they must stay at home
If any visitor/parent/carer is unwell in any way, you must not enter the school grounds
If any staff member is unwell in any way, they must follow the agreed protocols.

Students
Sharing of food is not permitted (including home baked birthday cakes)
Breakfast Club will be modified for Term 1. Commencing from Week 3 on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
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