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Term 1—Week 4— Thursday 16th February 2023 

What a great start to the school year it has been in Year 3/4. We have 

been focusing on settling into a new year and revisiting classroom 

expectations. We have been reconnecting with familiar friends from last 

year as well as developing new friendships. There are many exciting 

things that we are looking forward to this year in Year 3/4.  

What’s the best thing about Year 3/4?  

Hailey – seeing my friends and playing with 
them at recess and lunch time  

Declan – doing P.E. and STEM  

Elsie – STEM and having fruit breaks  

Indigo – STEM and Art  

Sieanna – learning new things  

What are you looking forward to this year?  

Tyler – camp and the colour run  

James – swimming lessons  

Narlah – camp, colour run and swimming  

Hailey – cross country  

Kyle – winter sports  

Sonny – athletics day  

On behalf of Warrnambool West Primary School, we would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of 
the land on which this school is built, and we recognise their connection to the land and community. We re-
spect the stories, traditions, and living cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. We respect the 
Elders past, present and emerging on this land, as we continue our learning journey together.  



 
 
 
  

  

 

 

Dear Families, 

WOW! Hard to believe we have been back at school for 
almost three full weeks. Each day, Karen and I visit 
every classroom and we are most impressed with the 
calm learning spaces and the high level of engagement 
in learning from students. Laying the foundations for 
learning spaces play a central role in creating a positive 
and safe learning space. Staff have planned various 
class activities designed to promote student 
engagement and enhance each child’s sense of 
belonging to their new group. While it is the teacher's 
job to facilitate and model proactive and positive 
expectations, it is an expectation at Warrnambool 
West that every student takes responsibility for their 
own learning and care for and encourage one another. 
Only with everyone's cooperation and collaboration 
can the learning environment flourish the way it 
should and learning opportunities are maximised. Your 
positive conversations at home help your children take 
responsibility for their learning including feeling safe 
and confident. 

Across the last fortnight, our new Prep (Foundation) 
cohort have had an amazing start to their formal 
schooling. They have started to undertake their English 
online assessments. These assessments not only 
provide important information for classroom teachers 
to ensure point of need teaching for each student, but 
it also provides information to the Department of 
Education and Training (DET) so they can target 
appropriate supports and initiatives. No doubt the 
students are very tired and I hope families are settling 
into routines and organising what works best for them. 
Our Hands on Learning Program has commenced 
under the guidance of Mr Hackett and Tanya Tampion. 
Our year 3 and 5 students have also commenced 
preparing for the NAPLAN assessment which will take 
place mid-March (note earlier date then previous 
years). Mrs Woolman has commenced her learning 
support program providing support to accelerate 
student learning and assist class teachers to decrease 
the achievement gap with our year 3-6 students. 
Students will work in small groups, receiving 3 sessions 

per week. Identification of students has been made 
using 2022 teacher judgement using existing classroom
-based observation and end of year DET assessments.  

As well as the strong academic focus that we have at 
WWPS, it is also important to make time for some fun. 
Our first community event ‘Welcome BBQ/ Colour 
Run’ will take place on Friday 24th February from 
1:30pm. All families are invited to attend a free BBQ 
lunch, followed by our Colour Run extravaganza. Thank 
you to those families who have already registered and 
donated funds. Donations can also be made on the day 
if you are in a position to help us raise some additional 
funds for our school. This is promising to be an 
extremely fun afternoon and guaranteed to be wet 
and messy!  

Our Fathering Project will also launch next Thursday 
23rd February. All our dad’s, father figures and male 
role -models are invited to come along to school with 
their children for a fun evening of playing games and a 
free sausage sizzle. Former AFL player, coach, and now 
The Fathering Project's ambassador, Rodney Eade, will 
be in attendance. The evening is very informal and a 
wonderful opportunity to meet up with other 
community members. If you have any questions, 
please contact our wellbeing mentor, Mark Robinson.  

A reminder that to keep you up to date with activities 
that are coming up, please continue to monitor the 
newsletter, Seesaw as well as COMPASS.  

School Council  

I draw your attention to our Call for Nominations for 
the 2023-25 School Council term posted on Compass 
earlier in the week. The School Council membership 
has four vacancies, and we encourage you to consider 
joining. We meet 8 times per year to discuss various 
whole school matters from Finance, Facilities, 
Inclusion, Fundraising and much more. It is a great way 
to help the whole school. If you are keen to nominate 
for School Council, please see the documentation on 
Compass. If we have more nominees than vacancies, 
we will need to have an election process.  

Breakfast Club  

We have our wonderful ‘Brekky Club’ which is held 
every morning in the library kitchen area. We are 
extremely fortunate to have the support of local 
organisations who volunteer their time to coordinate 
this service. So, if your children wish to enjoy Brekky 
Club, be at school at 8:30am. It’s the place to be!  
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From the Principal 

Mrs Clare Monk  



Playground Supervision  

Each day, teachers are on duty from 8.45am until 
3.35pm. Children who are at school outside these hours 
are not supervised. After 3:30pm it is considered the 
parents/carers duty of care to ensure children are safe 
and under their supervision unless they have phoned to 
inform the school that they will be late. The school will 
ensure all students have been collected by parents/
carers before the school is closed for the day, however, 
the expectation is that children will have left the school 
grounds by 3:30pm. If your child has an appointment 
throughout the day, Parents are still required to come 
to the Office to sign their child out.  

Lunch Orders  

Our lunch orders will commence next WEDNESDAY 
(note change of day). This year Reeves Bakery will 
provide this service. All orders must be received at the 
beginning of the day, written on the front of a paper 
bag and must contain the correct money. Reeves will 
deliver the orders to school. Please see the attached 
price list further on in the newsletter.  

Privacy 

Annual privacy reminder for our school community 
(from the Department of Education). Schools collect, 
use, disclose and store student and parent personal 
information for standard school functions or where 
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 

Policy. Please take time to read our school’s collection 
notice, found on our website. Click here to access the 
privacy collection notice. We ask parents to also review 
the guidance DET provide on how schools use Microsoft 
365 and Google Workspace for Education safely at the 
school and what parents can do to further protect their 
child’s information. If after reviewing the guidance, you 
have any questions or concerns regarding your child 
using the products, please contact the school. For more 
information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy 
Policy — information for parents. This information is 
also available in ten community languages.  

Theircare 

Our before and after school care OSCH program-
Theircare has re-commenced. The hours of service are 
7am-9am and 3:20pm-6pm, Monday to Friday. If you 
wish your child to attend any session, please register at  
https://theircare.com.au/. Even if you do not require 
care, it costs nothing to register and it will enable 
Theircare to provide safer care should you need it in an 
emergency. Our service coordinator, Claudia is available 
onsite from 2:30 pm each day if you wish to speak with 
her or require any assistance to complete the 
registration.  

Enjoy the remainder of the week.  

Regards,  
Clare Monk  
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From the Office…… 

Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides 

payments for eligible students to attend activities like 

school camps or trips, swimming and school-organised 

sport programs, outdoor education programs, excursions, 

and incursions. Families holding a valid means-tested 

concession card or temporary foster parents, validity 31st 

Jan’23 are eligible to apply. We must receive a copy of your 

current card for us to apply for this assistance. Please 

present your card to the office as soon as possible. Payment 

amount for 2023 is $125 per year for eligible primary school 

students. Payments are made directly to the school and are 

tied to the student. 

Asthma and Anaphylaxis Action Plans 

If your child has a medical condition (i.e., asthma, 

anaphylaxis/allergy, epilepsy) you are required to provide 

the school with an in-date action plan signed by a medical 

practitioner. Could you please ensure that you have your 

child’s action plan updated and return a copy, signed by a 

doctor, to the office as soon as possible, these are required 

at the start of each year or when things change along with 

any medication and any other device aid i.e., auto-injector 

device, spacer device. Thank you for your assistance in 

providing us with the information that we need to support 

your child whilst they are in our care. 

Update Family Details 

Last week all families were sent home enrolment 

information which we have on file for each family. We ask 

that you review this information and if any of your details 

have changed, please amend the form, and return it to the 

office. It is crucial that we have access to correct personal 

details in case of an emergency. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://theircare.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching respect... it is a community responsibility 

 

The time is certainly flying by for term one already and I have had the pleasure in seeing the students, 
especially our new Foundation students enter the gates with smiles, laughter and respect. This is a proud 
Warrnambool West culture we have built as a community.  
 

Teaching respect in the classroom is a critical element of classroom management and whole school 
functional and positive culture. Our staff, along with the Big Life team consider that a respectful classroom 
is a high performing classroom. A respectful school, is a high performing school. Our fortnightly behaviour 
intention is focusing on our school value of respect  and how we can respect ourselves, each other and our 
school.  
 

Respect is described as a feeling of sincere admiration for someone or something brought about by 
qualities they possess, their abilities, or their achievements. Simply put, respect is demonstrated through 
our responses to others, through our intentions and thoughts for other people.  
 

Respect can be demonstrated in various ways, and we can teach students what respect looks like through a 
range of concrete examples and social situations. Showing respect towards someone else can look 
different from person to person, depending on a range of factors. In that same regard, the potential for 
someone to feel disrespected may differ from person to person. At Warrnambool West PS, we actively 
teach general ways to demonstrate respect through teaching the following skills with the understanding 
that it’s a continual learning process.  
 

• Listen when a peer or adult is speaking 
• Patiently waiting for a turn during an activity or situation (e.g. raising your hand or waiting for a turn 

in a game) 
• Following directions and expectations 
• Being honest 
• Demonstrating kindness to others 
• Helping others in the school community 
• Working cooperatively with peers 
• Keeping ourselves safe and being aware of others 
• Demonstrating eye contact and appropriate body language while others are speaking 
• Accepting others boundaries 
 

Of course, this list is not complete, as there are numerous ways to teach respect to students. Still, each of 
the above examples is what we expect for our school setting, the students, the teachers and ES staff and of 
course our families.  
 

With respect being at the forefront of our school values, it is 
everyone’s responsibility and right to be respected, feel respected 
and show respect.  

   Ms. Karen Holdsworth 

 Assistant Principal 

From the  
Assistant Principal 
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On Tuesday 1/2M and 2/3G made 

stunning suncatcher hearts for 

Valentine’s Day. This lesson created the 

perfect opportunity to discuss our 

school’s Behaviour Intention of ‘Being 

Respectful.’ We discussed caring for each 

other and speaking in a way we would 

like to be spoken to. These words reflect 

positive feelings to those around us.  
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Important Dates: Term 1, 2023 

 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 4 

13th-17th  

February  

13th 14th 

 

15th 

 

 

16th 

‘Let’s Talk’  Big Life 

Forum 

17th 

Assembly  

Week  5 

20th-24th 

February 

20th 21st 22nd 

Lunch orders 

23rd 

Fathering Project 

Launch 

24th 

Colour Run! 

1:30 - 4 pm 

Welcome BBQ 

Week 6 

27th-3rd  

February 

27th 

District  Tennis 

28th 

 

1st 

 

2nd 3rd 

Assembly 

Week 7 

6th-10th 

February 

6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 

Student Free Day 
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    Students of the Week 2 

Name Class Reason 

Esila Arslan Mrs Roberts and 

Mrs Blake 

Esila is a joy to teach, she is willing to learn and try new things. Esila shows our 

school values daily and has made many new friends. Well done Esila! 

Melody Lanigan Mrs Mitchell She has shown great organisation and taken on class room jobs easily. Melody 

helps and supports all her class mates when she can to show them the class 

routine.  

Allira Miss Grey For using our school value of being a learner. Allira has been taking on feedback 

to help improve her learning. Keep up the awesome work Allira.  

Sonny Bowler Miss Evans For being a helpful student and a fantastic learner. Sonny demonstrates the 

expected behaviours in the classroom and yard. He displayed the school value  of 

being a learer this week by ‘jumping into the learning pit’ during maths.  

Loralie Mr Cooper For being an inclusive classmate by making the effort to build a new positive 

Destiny-Rose 

Garth 

Ms McElgunn Destiny is a caring student who goes out of her way to make sure others in the 

classroom feel included. She has impeccable manners and always demonstrates 

our school values. Her positivity in the classroom is fantastic.  

Name Class Reason 

Dulcie Mrs Roberts 

and Mrs Blake 

For arriving at school each day with a smile and positive attitude. Dulcie is 

already modelling out school values and enjoys all that our school has to 

offer! 

Jackson Chivers Mrs Mitchell For helping his classmates and transitioning from activity to activity. Jackson 

is listening to instructions and is the first to get onto tasks.  

Tyler Monagle Miss Grey For connecting back into school life with ease. Tyler has demonstrated our 

school values and has been a fantastic role model on how we use them at 

our school. Tyler has also been a good friend by ensuring everyone felt 

welcome in our classroom.  

Jax Wickham Miss Evans For an excellent start to the school year, showing leadership in the class, 

demonstrating expected behaviours and being a role model to his peers!  

Opal Sclater Mr Cooper For being a learner and being focused during class time during the first 

week. 

Coen Kilpatrick Ms McElgunn Coen has settled back into the classroom and has been a great contributor 

to our discussions. He has worked well with others and has been very 

helpful and positive! 

Students of the Week 3 
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