Term 2—Week 8— Thursday 16th June 2022

Warrnambool West Primary School
‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’

Students in Year 4 involved in the Tutor Learning Initiative program have been working on improving their writing
this term.
Our writers have been working on the craft of writing which can link to any genre of writing they wish to
choose...
This includes:

•

Who is my audience and what is my purpose for writing?

•

What does my audience want to know?

•

How do I as a writer engage the audience?

•

Have I used precise and lovely verbs that gives a clear message to the reader?

•

Have I used figurative language such as similes, metaphors, alliteration,
and personification?

As part of the Lions Public speaking competition, these students will present their
written speeches to a Lions Club representative panel of two judges and a timekeeper. This has now been rescheduled to next Thursday the 23rd of June with a starting
time of 12pm. It will be held in our school Library.

Writing is a journey and a
process and needs to be
practiced and practiced
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From the Acting Principal
Miss Karen Holdsworth
Dear families,
I hope your long weekend was a lovely one where you were able to enjoy some family time or a
weekend away with others or just enjoyed the time on your own. However your weekend was
spent, I hope it was a special time. I am fortunate to have an open fire as my source of heating
and this is one aspect of the colder months that I enjoy. The fire is a central hub of my home,
where I find that it is a welcoming and comfortable space to talk to my daughter and laugh as a
family. This is our special time together.
Self-Care
Report writing time, the winter season settling in, and the general busy-ness of daily life means
that we often take a step back when looking after ourselves. We are privileged to have Shoni
Reinmert from the Alanah and Madeline Foundation work with us and our students over the past
year and a half and largely as an advocate for self-care. Self-care means taking care of yourself so
that you can be healthy, you can be well, you can do your job, you can help and care for others,
and you can do all the things you need to and want to accomplish in a day. There are many forms
self-care can take. It could be ensuring you get enough sleep every night or stepping outside for
a few minutes for some fresh air. Self-care is vital for building resilience toward those stressors in
life that you can't eliminate. When you've taken steps to care for your mind and body, you'll be
better equipped to live your best life.
Reporting
Reports will be distributed on Friday 24th June, the final day of Term Two. Conversations are
important to us, with parent teacher interviews scheduled for early Term Three. However, if you
have any concerns about your child’s progress, please contact our office staff to arrange to talk
to your child’s teachers. We are always happy to speak with you to discuss your child’s progress
at a mutually convenient time.
School Council Meeting
A reminder that our June School Council meeting will be held on Monday 20th June at 7pm in the
library. School Council members have received an email with meeting details and agenda items.

It’s Not Okay to be away
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In our current climate where the pandemic has significantly altered and impacted schooling and
attendance over the past two years, we are grateful that in 2022 we have been able to keep our
school open for two whole terms. Getting back on track to the normalities of school life is
important to us and this is a little reminder of the importance of student attendance.
Attending school on a regular basis is vital for all students in Prep to Grade 6 so that they can
access all they need to learn throughout their 7 years of primary schooling. Attendance is
significant for students accessing the curriculum, in that if the students have a high absence rate
their immersion in the curriculum is severely reduced. Please read the information below with
regards to absence rates and consider the number of days your child has been absent from
school. In the ‘good old days’ it used to be hard to get a day off school. Now it seems to be easy,
maybe too easy? Parents and students need to fully understand the impact of missing too many
school days.
If a student has a day off, once a fortnight, this would add up to 20 days in a school year (there
are approximately 40 weeks in a school year). 20 days is the same as missing a tenth of a school
year.
This would be equal to missing a year of schooling up to Year 10.
When you consider the above; schools, parents and the wider community need to work in
partnership with each other to ensure students enjoy school success and, as a consequence,
more enriching life choices. We appreciate that there are times when students are ill or when
family holidays need to be taken during the school term, but we are outlining the importance of
those other times that absences occur.
Be Yourself for A Big Life
Our Junior School Council are already planning their next fundraising item. We are quite
fortunate to have A Big Life team working with staff and students at WWPS. All staff have access
to resources and ideas to support students to navigate their experiences, emotions and
wellbeing.
Teachers model and teach to the Big Life boost each fortnight and this is the common language
across the school. Each term, WWPS has an umbrella theme that our school identifies as a key
area of learning for our students and explicitly teach the fundamental elements of living a life full
of potential and promise.
Our partnership with the A Big Life team is significant for our wellbeing culture at West, so our
students would like to give back and support our wellbeing partners.
On Friday 24th June, your children can come dressed in anything that makes them happy and
unique to themselves. Whether it is your favourite beanie, your best party shirt or even a superhero costume. Come dress to be yourself. A gold coin donation is required and we do ask that
pyjamas are NOT worn on this day.
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From the Acting
Assistant Principal
Mrs Meagan Roberts
The Importance of Reading

‘The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that your learn,

the more places you’ll go.’ Dr Seuss
Emphasising the importance of reading is
probably the single greatest thing that we as
parents can do for our children, whether we are
reading to our children or supporting them to
practice reading themselves. Reading stimulates
a child’s imagination and expands their
understanding of the world. It also helps them to
extend their vocabulary as well as improving
their memory and concentration.
Hot tips to help encourage your child to read:
•
Start with what interests your child – visit
libraries to see what types of books and
which authors your child likes to read. They
even have audio books. If a book is difficult,
perhaps you could take turns to read a
sentence, a paragraph or a chapter.
•

Support your child to read independently
by having a reading light, somewhere to
store their books and a comfortable space
to read.

•

Enjoy reading together and vary what you
read – don’t make reading together a test. Read signs, magazines, catalogues
etc. Sit back and relax together, focusing on the positives.
Talk about the book beforehand. Check the pictures and predict
what might happen. Clarify any unusual words. Ask questions like;
•
What do you think the author meant by . . .?
•
Tell me why you think X did Y . . .?
•
What do you think will happen next . . .?
•
Why do you think the author did . . .?
•
How are these characters the same or different?
•
Why do you think the author used this word?
Most of all, enjoy spending time together
and making happy memories �
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Welcome to our Hands on Learning program! We have been busy with a term full of projects and excursions, and
when life gets busy it is so important to remain

to help us maintain our best energy levels

and positively cope with and care for our zones.
Here are some of the ways we have expanded our toolkit to help us with our Zones of Regulation in Hands on
Learning.
Phone it in
Each morning we check in with how we are feeling. We rate ourselves from 1-10 on this
phone. We don’t always need to explain why we feel like this, but it helps us support each
other in times of need.

Food, Food, Food!
I mean, who doesn’t love food! We enjoy a cooked lunch
each week where we check in with each other around a

table. It is hard to regulate our emotions on an empty
stomach!

Making Connections
We have made some fabulous friendships both in our own HoL program and
in the community. A few weeks ago we visited Koroit andDistrict Primary
school and saw how they use the ZoR in HoL just like us!

Recognising our Goals
An example of this; Jaawan focusses on the one task at a time in HoL. He recognises that
this helps him with his frustration and energy levels.
“It helps me stay calm and stay with the group.”
Each HoL student is individual and their needs are individual too.
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The Junior School learning about ‘Old Warrnambool’
On Wednesday afternoon the Junior School spent time with Janet Macdonald, a volunteer from the Warrnambool and District
Historical Society. This incursion enhanced the Junior School’s Inquiry topic, ‘How is life different now compared to the olden
days?’ Along with her extensive knowledge of Warrnambool’s history, Janet shared many old photos of the area and its wellknown landmarks. The students enjoyed looking through old school reading texts and playing with olden day cameras and
toys.

Important Dates: Term 2, 2022
WEEK
Week 8
13th-17th June

Week 9

MONDAY
13th

TUESDAY
14th

Queens Birthday
Public Holiday

20th

20th-24th June

21st

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

15th

16th

17th

Warrnambool
Historical Society to
visit F-2 students .

Beamish St Kinder
visit

Whole School
Assembly

22nd

23rd

24th

School Level Lions
Public Speaking

Dress in anything
that makes you feel
happy and unique.
GOLD COIN
DONATION

Public Speaking
District Level Lions
5:30pm

Mahogany Kinder
visit

Assembly

LAST DAY OF TERM
2 2:20PM finish
June reports sent
home

School Holidays 25th of April—10th of July
Term 3

11th

12th

13th

14th

Week 1
11th July—15th
July
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The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will
need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by
9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags.

This Week’s Special
Hedgehog - $2.50
Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00
Warrnambool West Primary School
LUNCH ORDER LIST

Meat Pies

$3.50

Pastie

$3.50

Potato Pie

$3.50

Sausage Roll

$2.50

Nibble Pie

$1.50

Plain Salad Roll

$4.20

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll

$4.50

PLEASE NOTE:
*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY
*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN PAPER BAG
THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE STUDENTS ORDER IN IT.
*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE INCLUDED. NO

CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN.
*PLEASE DO NOT SEND LUNCH ORDERS IN AN
ENVELOPE.
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