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SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  

‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’ 

On behalf of Warrnambool West Primary School, we would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which this school is built, and 

we recognise their connection to the land and community. We respect the stories, traditions, and living cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people. We respect the Elders past, present and emerging on this land, as we continue our learning journey together.  

      Warrnambool West Primary School 

Term  3 Week 6 — Thursday 20th August 2026 

Last week, WWPS celebrated Science Week, with 
classroom teachers bringing science into their 
classrooms through a range of fun, hands-on 
activities.  

Students had the opportunity to explore, investigate, 
ask questions and discover more about the world 

around them. It was fantastic to hear students sharing their excitement about 
the experiments and activities they were doing. 



 

Dear families, 

What a productive and active term it has been! It has 
been wonderful to see our students progressing across 
so many facets of their school lives, all academically, 
socially, emotionally and personally. Our focus on 
creating opportunities for students to challenge 
themselves, build confidence and develop independence 
continues to be evident across the school. 

Year 3/4 Halls Gap Camp 
This week, our Year 3/4 students experienced an exciting 
and memorable camp at Halls Gap. From the Halls Gap 
Zoo and high ropes to orienteering, bush cooking and an 
Amazing Race, students embraced challenges, showed 
perseverance and enjoyed plenty of opportunities for 
bonding and fun. These experiences build confidence, 
independence and resilience in ways that are difficult to 
replicate in the classroom. A huge thank you to Miss Hoy, 
Mr Yates, Leah Evans, Mrs White and Ms Bissett for the 
time, organisation and care they put into preparing for 
and attending camp. We appreciate the time away from 
your own families to provide our students with such 
valuable experiences and memories. 

Welcome to WWPS 
We are pleased to welcome a number of pre-service 
teachers and Education Support staff to Warrnambool 
West Primary School for their practical placements. Miss 
Evans has settled seamlessly into our Year 3/4 team. We 
also welcome Ms Manuell, who will join our Foundation 
classroom for a four-week placement, and Mr Attrill, who 
is returning to WWPS for his second placement in Year 
3/4. We value the opportunity to support emerging 
educators and share our practice with the next 
generation of teachers and education professionals. 

We have also welcomed a number of new families to our 
growing community. I enjoy getting to know the students 
and their families and I am certain their time at WWPS is 
a rewarding and valuable experience.  

Parent Teacher Interviews 
We look forward to welcoming families for Parent 
Teacher Interviews tomorrow. These conversations are 
an important opportunity to connect with your child's 

teacher, celebrate their progress, discuss areas for 
growth and work together to support their continued 
learning and development. Strong partnerships between 
home and school make a significant difference to student 
success. If for some reason you are unable to meet with 
your child’s teacher, please let us know and we can 
endeavour to have the conversation at another time. Full 
day care is available for the day with Nicole. Please 
register and log into Kidsoft for bookings.  

Book Week 
Book Week is next week, with an exciting range of 
activities planned for our students. We begin with our 
Dress Up Day on Monday 24 August. Get creative, use 
your imagination and come dressed as your favourite 
book character. Most importantly, enjoy the day as we 
celebrate the wonderful world of books and reading! 

Attendance Matters 
A reminder to families about the importance of regular 
school attendance. Every day of learning counts. Regular 
attendance supports students to maintain learning 
progress, develop positive relationships and feel 
connected to their classroom and school community. If 
your child is experiencing difficulties attending school 
regularly, please contact us. We are committed to 
working alongside families in a supportive and non-
judgemental way to help every child attend, engage and 
succeed. 

Respectful Behaviour at School 
We are fortunate to have a welcoming and supportive 
school community, and we ask all families to continue to 
model respectful behaviour towards one another and our 
staff. The Victorian Department of Education expects 
school communities to be places where everyone is 
treated with respect and dignity. 

A reminder also that our classrooms continue to operate 
until 3.20pm. We appreciate families being on time to 
collect children and ask that you avoid arriving too early, 
as students and teachers are still engaged in learning. 
Arriving from approximately 3.10pm onwards provides 
ample time to collect your child while allowing classroom 
learning to continue uninterrupted. 

Father’s Day/Special Person’s Day Breakfast 

Our wonderful volunteers from the Lions Club are 
supporting our very special breakfast to acknowledge the 
important work our dads, grand-dads, uncles, mothers 
and any significant person do for our students. Order 
forms for the breakfast were sent home earlier in the 
week. Please support the school and our volunteers and 
come along with your child. Keep Friday 4th September 
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From the Principal 

Ms Karen Holdsworth 
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free on your calendars and return your order form by 
Tuesday 1st September.  

Online Safety 
As our senior students increasingly use technology for 
learning and communication, online safety remains an 
important focus. Students are learning how to make safe 
choices online, protect personal information, 
communicate respectfully and seek help if something 
online makes them feel uncomfortable or unsafe. We 
encourage families to continue these conversations at 
home and regularly check in with children about their 
online experiences. 

Have Your Say – Parent Survey 
Our Parent Survey opens this week, and I encourage all 
families to take the opportunity to provide feedback. We 
want to hear what you value about Warrnambool West 
Primary School, what we are doing well and what 
constructive improvements could make our school even 
better. 

Importantly, we would also like to understand how 
connected families feel to our school community and 
what we can do to strengthen that sense of belonging. 
Your feedback helps us reflect, identify priorities and 
continue to improve together. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and partnership. It is 
a privilege to see our students growing in confidence, 

independence and capability, and to work alongside 
families and staff who genuinely care about their success. 

Staffing Update 

It is with mixed emotions that I share the news that 
Sinead Grey will be taking a 12-month transfer to 
Nullawarre and District Primary School in a Leading 
Teacher position, commencing Monday 31 August. 

While we are certainly sad to see Sinead leave 
Warrnambool West Primary School, we are also incredibly 
excited for her to take up this wonderful leadership 
opportunity. Sinead has made a valued contribution to 
our school community, and this opportunity reflects her 
aspiration to lead and influence curriculum development 
and improvement. We wish her every success in this next 
step and look forward to hearing about her experiences 
throughout the year. 

I am pleased to let families know that Hannah Lougheed 
will step into the 5/6G classroom for the three weeks 
remaining this term. At the beginning of Term 4, Danielle 
Cuthbertson will move across to 5/6G as Daniel Symonds 
returns from his extended holiday. 

From The Office 

Uniform Donations 
If you have any pre-loved uniform that your child has grown out of, please feel free to bring it into the office. We always 
appreciate any uniform items donated to school. 

Parent Payment Contributions 
Parent Payment Contributions for 2026 will be $290.00 per student. The ongoing financial support of our families ensures that we 
can provide the excellent range of resources and facilities for your child/children.  

We are now receiving payments by bPay, Direct Deposit, CentrePay, Cash or Eftpos. Please call into the office to organise 

 

Fathers Day Breakfast / Fathers Day Stall 
Fathers day/ Special person breakfast will be celebrated  on Friday 4th September in the Multi purpose Room from 7.30 Am. 
Order forms have been sent home with students this week. If you need another order form please collect one from the office. 
Can all order forms please be returned by Tuesday 1st September with correct change . 
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One of the most important parts of learning is also one of the simplest: practice. 

When our students are learning something new, it is not enough to understand it once. Students need 

opportunities to practise new knowledge and skills, receive feedback, correct mistakes and revisit learning over 

time. With purposeful practice, skills become more accurate, efficient and easier to recall. 

In our classrooms, teachers use a range of evidence-based practices to help students achieve mastery. This 

includes explicit teaching and modelling, followed by guided practice before students work independently. 

Teachers regularly check for understanding so they can identify what students have learned and provide 

additional teaching when needed. 

Students also revisit important learning through retrieval practice. This means bringing previously learned 

information back to mind rather than simply looking at it again. For example, students might practise previously 

taught spelling patterns, recall maths facts or answer questions about a text they have read. 

Another important part of mastery learning is deliberate practice. Rather than simply doing lots of questions, 

students practise a specific skill with a clear purpose. Teachers provide feedback, address errors and give 

students further opportunities to practise until the skill becomes secure. 

We also use spaced practice, where important knowledge and skills are revisited over days and weeks rather 

than taught once and left behind. This helps students retain what they have learned and apply it in new 

situations. 

This is why you might notice your child practising something at school that they have already learned. We aren't 

going backwards-we are helping learning stick. 

The goal is not simply for students to get something right today. The goal is for them to know it, remember it 

and use it confidently tomorrow, next week and later in their learning. 

Learn it. Practise it. Remember it. Use it. That is the power of purposeful practice. 

  

Ms. Jodie Abbott 
 

From the Assistant Principal 

The Power of Practice 
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This week 1/2 M have been exploring what each section of 

our brain is in charge of. 

We have been looking at what our brain might look like 

when we are feeling kind. 
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Students of the Week - Week 8 
Student Class Student Class 

Patrick Bellamy F - Mrs Roberts and Mrs Blake Sophia Yu 3/4WB - Mrs White & Ms Bissett 

Charlotte Gray 1/2M - Mrs Mitchell Harmoney Dempsey 5/6S - Mr Symonds 

Cooper Hurse 1/2EM - Miss Evans & Ms McElgunn Payton Hogg 5/6G - Miss Grey 

 3/4H - Miss Hoy Amira Principal’s Award 
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Important Dates 
 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 6 

17th– 21st 

August 

17 
3/4 Camp Halls Gap 

18 
3/4 Camp Halls Gap 

19 
3/4 Camp Halls Gap 

20 
9:30-11am Toddle on 

Hoddle 
3/4 Camp Rest Day 

21 
Parent Teacher 

Interviews 

Week 7 

24th– 28th 

August 

24 
Book Week Dress Up 

Day 

25 
GALS Workshop  @ 

Deakin 

26 
Foundation Excursion 

to WWNH 
3-6 Personal 

Development. 

27 
9:30-11am Toddle on 

Hoddle 

28 
2.45pm Assembly 
F-2 Excursion to 
Brauer ‘Shrek’ 

Week 8 

31st– 4th 

September 

31 
Literacy & Numeracy 

Week 

1 
2027  Foundation 
School Readiness 
2.15pm– 3.15pm 

2 
 

3 
9:30-11am Toddle on 

Hoddle 

4 
2.45pm Assembly 

Fathers Day Stall & 
Fathers Day 

Breakfast 

Week 9 

7th– 11th 

September 

7 8 
2027 Foundation 
School Readiness  
2.15pm– 3.15pm. 

9 
3-6 Personal 

Development 

10 
9:30-11am Toddle on 

Hoddle 

11 
2.45pm Assembly 
Basketball—SSV 

(3/4) 

Week 10 

14th– 18th 

September 

14 
Gals Project Launch 
& Basketball– SSV 

(5/6) 

15 
2027 Foundation 
School Readiness 
2.15pm– 3.15pm 

16 17 
9:30-11am Toddle on 

Hoddle 

18 
2.45pm Assembly 
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