Term 2—Week 5— Thursday 20th May 2021

Warrnambool West Primary School
‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’

Rocket Writing F/1
To link with our Inquiry unit and the Simultaneous Story time text ‘Give Me Some Space,’ the
Foundation students and their 5/6 Buddies make rockets on Monday. On Tuesday they wrote
about this experience. Mrs. Roberts and Mrs. Blake are thrilled with the writing skills of their
F/1 class. They are sounding out words, using spaces between words, using correct letter
formations and full stops so well!
Kevin: I had to shake the cup. It went pop!
Ella: Rockets go up into space and land on the moon.
Mariam: My rocket exploded!
Jackson: My rocket did not work. I did not mind.
Kimi: I made a rocket with my buddy. I made it with a tablet. My rocket went pop! I had fun with help.
Paige: I had fun. Patience helped me make a rocket. We
had fun.
Tyler: I like rockets because they go bang!
Harmony: I used a cup and water. The tablet went pop!
Melody: I made a rocket with Lilly.
Lexi: I made a rocket with Victoria. It went up in the sky.
Ollie: I made a rocket with my buddy Abou. The tablet
exploded up!
Khiza: It was fun making a rocket.
Maddie: Making rockets with my buddy was fun.
Rykah: I put the tablet in the water. It went bang!
Seth: I made a rocket with Zay. It was fun.
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From the Principal
Dear Families,
The term is certainly passing us by quickly as this week marks the midpoint of the term. Yesterday our
students had an ‘out of world’ experience! Our students joined students from across Australia for the
annual National Simultaneous Story Time. What made it so amazing was that the story, ‘Give Me Some
Space!’ by author and illustrator Philip Bunting was being read from the International Space Station! This is
a fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy with children.
Review Update
Our student free day last Friday provided staff with opportunities to ‘dig deep’ into student achievement,
attendance and wellbeing data sets. Discussions were very much focused on where have we come from,
what have we implemented and suggestions for continuous improvement moving forward. The theme of
continual engagement of our students around our learning programs and student achievement with the
lens of equity was echoed around the room, as well as further strengthening of our parent community into
the future. Thank you to the small number of parents who attended our parent forum at ‘FigTree’
yesterday afternoon and to Sally Woolman for facilitating this on her non-working day. We understand it
can be difficult to attend events during the day, however we would still value your feedback. A Survey
Monkey was sent out yesterday via Compass and I encourage all families to complete this survey to support
of our review process in term three. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FLPWT66
District Cross Country
Congratulations to our cross-country team who competed at the District Cross Country Carnival at Premier
Speedway on Monday. Our students competed against other students from district schools. Supervising
staff reported that all students competed with enthusiasm, encouraging each other as individuals ran
around the course. Well done to Nadia McLean and Jaawan Young who both placed second in their age
group and will now progress through to divisional level next Monday.

Staffing
Next week it will be fabulous to see Mrs Lilley walk through the doors of her year three classroom as she
returns from extended carers leave. Stephen Griffin and Lisa Halliwell remain on personal leave. We have
been extremely fortunate to secure Geraldine Mitchell in the Year one/two classroom and Jasmine Johns
who has stepped into the tutoring role as well as delivering the visual arts classes. Based on parent
feedback, we realise that teacher absence can create anxiety for some of our students and families. Across
the state there is a shortage of casual relief teachers (CRT) due to the tutoring program, however as a
school we always endeavour to ensure the same CRT is booked for the grade if the absence is more than a
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few days. If this is not possible, students are always well supported by existing staff members
to feel supported throughout their day and any specific learning and medical needs are always
made known to the relieving teacher. Change in the classroom is also an opportunity for
students to develop positive coping strategies when things are a little different, as well as building their
personal resilience. When students overcome a challenge (in this situation a change), they develop a sense
of achievement. This success then reinforces their own strengths to overcome future challenges. If your child
does express concern over the absence of their teacher, take the time to acknowledge their feelings as well
as giving them positive messages and strategies to cope with the situation.
TheirCare (OSHC)
I am pleased to announce that we have been successful in obtaining a grant from DET, over the next four
years, to partner with an independent provider to deliver a before and after school care program for our
school community. Expressions of interest for the third party provider have now closed. School council have
accepted and passed the motion that ‘TheirCare’ are our preferred third party provider to deliver a before
and after school care program. TheirCare provides a stimulating and safe environment for all children and an
environment where children enjoy their time in their program. During sessions children develop life skills,
friendships, confidence and creativity through play. The fine grain details are still to be negotiated however it
is expected that the hours of operation will be 7-9am and 3:20-6pm daily. Holiday care will be available if
there is sufficient interest. Click on the link to familiarise yourself with the services TheirCare deliver.
www.theircare.com.au
Open Day
A reminder to come along and visit our classrooms next Thursday from 11:40. The invitation is extended to
all grandparents, extended family members and friends. Stay for lunch and enjoy the BBQ cooked by our HOL
students. Hope to see you there.
Enjoy the remainder of your week,
Clare
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From the
Assistant Principal

You are enough
Firstly, I would like to sincerely thank all of our school community for your thoughts and condolences on
the passing of my dear mum. I am grateful for the beautiful gestures of kindness, care and compassion
from everyone here at WWPS, it has been comforting for me and my family.
The loss of a loved one is one of the most heart breaking events that any person can experience, and
unfortunately this is life.
Over this period, I have reflected on my life with my mum and have really taken the time to capture what
memories I have of growing up, emerging as an adult and then raising my own family and the influence my
mum had on my life through all of these stages.
I was fortunate to have a role model in mum who demonstrated that simplicity of life is all that you need.
She was not one to fuss, not one to want or need elaborate things or possessions. Her family, her love and
her interests were enough. She made me realise that I am enough, and as a daughter I can be who I want
to be, as long as I am kind and have a good heart, that is enough.
Our lives are not always smooth sailing and the waters can be rough, however it is important to take the
time to reflect on the people in our lives, and for those who may not be here anymore and what they have
taught us to get through these times.
And maybe one day, we are the ones who have made that difference to the loved ones in our lives. We
have shown them throughout the good times and the bad that they are enough.
By being enough, you have put something wonderful in the world that was not there before, and that
something is ‘you’.

Miss Karen Holdsworth
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Calm and Clear for Term 2
Students across the school have been working on what emotions feel like in the body and what might trigger difficult
emotions such as sadness, anger and worry.
In order for us to regulate our emotions we need to be able to identify and name them accurately. We also need to be
able to notice the signposts that our body gives us, and understand that certain people, places or things might trigger
uncomfortable emotions in us.
Check ins each morning provide the classroom teacher with the information of how their students are feeling and
then be able to assist the student in building the strategies to get through the emotion throughout the day.
The preps are working on identifying how they feel each morning with their check in board (picture)
The check-in board can also be placed on the fridge at home so a discussion around feelings can happen and how as a
family everyone can help.
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District Cross Country
On Monday the 17th May, 15 of our students represented our school at the District
Cross Country held at the Premier Speedway. Despite the cold wind and the light
showers our students ran their races and cheered on fellow primary schools in high
spirits. Well done to all students that competed and congratulations to Jaawan
Young and Nadia Mclean on making it through to the next round.
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Science at West!
Over the last few weeks the students in the senior school have been learning about the Biological Sciences (the study of living
things).
Year 3
The year 3 class have been learning about fauna and how to classify them into their kingdoms based on their observable
features.
Year 4/5 & 5/6
The senior classes have been learning how animals have adapted to survive in their environment. To see how flora and fauna
survive in the desert they completed different investigations testing surface area for water absorption, cooling and
camouflage.
In two weeks, our senior school will attend Tower Hill (Tuesday 1 st June) to further our learning about living things in our local
environment. Please see Compass next week for permission and further details.
Thank you
Mr Hackett.

Important Dates: Term 2, 2021
WEEK
Week 5

MONDAY
17th

17th-21st

TUESDAY
18th

School Council
7pm
Week 6
24th-28th
May

24th

25th

THURSDAY

19th

Afternoon Tea
Figtree Holiday
Park 1.30pm

May

WEDNESDAY

20th

National

21st

Magic Beach Yr
F-2

Simultaneous

Excursion

Story time from
space
26th

27th

Yr P-2 Shoe Laces ‘Showcase Of
Incursion
Learning’

Open Day 11.401.40pm

Yr 3-6 2.30pm
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The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will
need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by
9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags.

This Week’s Special
Hedgehog - $2.50
Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00
Warrnambool West Primary School
LUNCH ORDER LIST

Meat Pie

$3.50

Pastie

$3.50

Potato Pie

$3.50

Sausage Roll

$2.50

Nibble Pie

$1.50

Plain Salad Roll

$4.20

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll

$4.50

PLEASE NOTE:
*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY
*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN PAPER BAG
THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE STUDENTS ORDER IN IT.
*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE INCLUDED. NO

CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN.
*PLEASE DO NOT SEND LUNCH ORDERS IN AN
ENVELOPE.
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