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‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’ 

On behalf of Warrnambool West Primary School, we would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which this school is built, and 

we recognise their connection to the land and community. We respect the stories, traditions, and living cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people. We respect the Elders past, present and emerging on this land, as we continue our learning journey together.  

      Warrnambool West Primary School 

Term 1 Week 4 — Thursday 22nd February 2024 

CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS 
On Monday February 12th the 5/6M class organised a whole school event to celebrate the Chinese New Year. 2024 is the 

year of the Dragon. The Year 5/6 students went in a group to each classroom and made Chinese lanterns in recognition of 

the Festival of Lights. We taught all the school how to make the lanterns and then displayed them around the school.  

Chinese New Year is a festival that goes for fifteen days from February 10 – 25. It is a time to honour ancestors and cele-

brate with family, friends and people around you. We had a great time with the other classes and they learned really 

quickly how to make the lanterns. Even the preps were successful.  

By Ruby Jean Jennings-Richardson 



 

Dear families,  

Welcome to week four of the term. Over the past 

fortnight we have had many ‘firsts.’ Last Friday we 

held our first family assembly. Our 2024 leaders, 

Onyx Bowler, Ruby-Jean Jennings-Richardson and 

Ty O’Meara hosted their first assembly and were 

confident when speaking to all the students, 

teachers and family members present. Teachers 

also presented our first ‘student of the week’ 

awards to a student in each class who consistently 

demonstrated our school values of Respect, 

Inclusion, Safe and Learning across the week both 

in the classroom and yard. Attending the assembly 

was also a huge first for our 20 Foundation 

students. Sitting quietly for 40 minutes is an 

enormous ask for such little people and they 

certainly made Mrs Roberts enormously proud of 

their efforts!  

Our welcome BBQ was the first time our school 

community gathered for the first time this year for 

a fabulous ‘Dance Stomp’ performance. Our 

students smiled and laughed their way through 

several dance routines with vigorous energy under 

the guidance of Maddi, our STOMP instructor. It 

was great to see everyone joining in, especially the 

adults performing the ‘Chicken Dance’ with their 

children. 

Overall, staff are delighted that the start of the 

year has been exceptionally smooth. It is 

heartwarming to see students engaged and thriving 

in their learning as they settle back into the rhythm 

of school life.  

 

JSC Leaders 

At our assembly last Friday, we congratulated 

Sienna Cowland, Chayce Cesta-Incani, Mia He, 

Lucas Parsons, Andy Zhan, Karla Recinos-Najarro, 

Onyx Bowler, Ruby-Jean Jennings-Richardson, Ty 

O’Meara and Cadence King who are our Junior 

School Council members for 2024. These students 

were selected by their peers and provide an 

important avenue for student voice within our 

school. They have some exciting ideas to 

implement across the year. Ms McElgunn, Miss 

Holdsworth, and I are excited about the 

opportunity to work alongside our student leaders 

and seek their input and influence over the year 

ahead. We wish them all the best for a successful 

year!  

SunSmart 

With the hot weather we have experienced over 

the past week, I would like to remind everyone that 

in Term One and Four of every school year, 

students must wear a hat when undertaking 

outside play. Please ensure your child wears a hat; 

otherwise, play will be restricted to shaded areas 

only. All classrooms have a pump bottle of 

sunscreen for students to use when going 

outdoors. It is best practice for parents to apply 

sunscreen at the start of the day and educate 

children about the importance of reapplying 

throughout the day. Whilst teachers encourage 

students to use the sunscreen stations in the 

classroom, it is NOT their responsibility to apply the 

sunscreen.  

Medication 

We are happy to support students who may need 

to take medication at school, this may be on a daily 

basis or due to a temporary medical condition. 

Families must fill in a ‘Medication Authority Form’ 

and leave the medication at the office and we will 
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Mrs Clare Monk 
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store it safely throughout the day. Our First Aid 

room is equipped with a fridge so we can 

refrigerate medication if required. 

Continuous Reporting 

Semester two last year we introduced a Continuous 

Reporting Schedule across all subject areas to make 

sure families are getting timely and purposeful 

feedback on their child’s learning progress via the 

SeeSaw App. Continuous Reporting, as the name 

suggests, is type of reporting that is continuous, 

which means that families are given meaningful 

feedback in real time and receive assessment 

results every five weeks, rather than just twice per 

year at the end of each Semester. Feedback may 

come in different forms. It may be formative, 

meaning that it was a test / work sample done 

prior to a unit of work to establish the student’s 

current level of understanding, providing the 

teacher with direction on where to take them next. 

It may be summative, meaning that the results are 

from the end of a unit of work and reflect the 

student’s achievement during the unit. Not only 

does it allow students to constantly reflect on their 

progress and make improvements as they go, but 

parents are also more involved in their child’s 

educational journey as they receive updates of 

their progress. Our first reporting cycle will be 

posted next week on SeeSaw. We invite parents/

carers to comment privately to the teacher on the 

work sample posted. Communication about 

student learning between teachers and parents is 

invaluable to support learning growth. 

It’s NOT Great To Be Late 

Students need to arrive promptly at school, ready 

to engage and learn. Please note that children need 

to be at school and in their classrooms, ready to 

learn, by 9.00 am each school day. For families 

where both parents may work and therefore need 

to drop off their children before 8:45 am, the 

school provides an Out of School Hours Care 

program managed by THEIRCARE. Registration is 

via their website. 

School Council 

Our first School Council meeting for the year will be 

held next Monday evening at 6pm in the library. 

After this meeting, we will call for nominations for 

three parent vacancies for the 2024-’26 council 

term and we encourage you to consider joining. We 

meet eight times per year to discuss various whole 

school matters from Finance, Facilities, Inclusion, 

Fundraising and much more. It is a terrific way to 

help the whole school. If you are keen to nominate 

yourself for School Council or want to find out 

more about the role of council members, please 

contact myself. We are fortunate to have a cohesive 

and positive council and I thoroughly enjoy 

meeting with members each month. Nomination 

forms will be posted next Tuesday via compass.  

New Arrival 

From all of us at Warrnambool West Primary 

School, a huge congratulations to Jane Shirtcliffe 

and Colin Chivers on the arrival of their son 

William. Siblings, Michael, Jackson, Evelyn, and 

Mabel were excited to share the news and are 

enjoying many cuddles with their baby brother. 

2024 Parent Contributions 

Parent payments help the school to operate 

effectively. Warrnambool West Primary School 

provides a significant range of programs and 

resources including laptops, iPads, and other 

experiences that cannot be supplied without the 

optional support of families. We would like to 

thank the parents who have already made these 

contributions.  

Enjoy the upcoming weekend, 

Regards, 

Clare Monk 

Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We all know the act of giving feels good, but did you know it makes us feel 
better to give than to receive? It’s common knowledge that the act of giving 

makes us feel good. But did you know that it’s actually proven to make us feel better to give to 
others than to ourselves? 
This might have something to do with the way our dopamine works. When online shopping, 
for example, we actually get that sweet hit of happiness (aka dopamine) as we click ‘buy’, not 
when the product eventually shows up on our doorstep—by which time the excitement has 
somewhat fizzled. We feel happiness at the anticipation of a gift, not the gift itself. Giving to 
others, on the other hand, has been shown to afford us more long-lasting feelings of 
happiness.  
Of course, “doing good” and “giving back” is not always about gifts. It’s about how we treat 
people, the choices we make and the way we live our lives. Doing good could be choosing to 
live more sustainably, choosing to show gratitude to the neighbour who always helps out, or 
even donating items back to the venue who has helped us in the past eg Opportunity shops, 
Food share, Breakfast Club.  
Our students are always provided with the opportunities that will reinforce positive citizenship 
and participation. Whether it is our volunteer Meals on Wheels group, our Hands on Learning 
students, or our Junior School Council members. These students, (including all of our students) 
are taught to give back and feel the positivity of assisting others in need.  
Children need to see that there’s more than just their own personal needs and wants, no 
matter what background we may have. A priceless tool families can provide for their children is 
to recognise they can be contributors to their community with their actions, hearts and minds. 
Instilling the value of giving can start as soon as a child is a toddler. A three-year-old can, for 
example, help with easy jobs at home in the kitchen. Even though they may not fully 
comprehend the meaning of giving right away, your child might still recognise that helping out 
made their parent happy. And what starts with the point of pride to help our direct family, will 
someday blossom into something larger.  
Our community is a generous one, where our volunteers are continuously assisting our 
students. It is time to have the conversation to give back. Give back for your own personal 
gratification but also for those who need the support. Just as a toddler can see that helping 
around the house pleases a parent, older children won’t forget how they made a difference to 
their wider community.  
It is a win, win. 
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From the Assistant Principal 

Ms. Karen Holdsworth 

The Power of Giving Back 

https://www.huffpost.com/archive/ca/entry/giving-creates-happiness_ca_5cd57fb8e4b07bc729789fb4
https://www.huffpost.com/archive/ca/entry/giving-creates-happiness_ca_5cd57fb8e4b07bc729789fb4
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in 1/2H 
In Big Life, 1/2H had the pleasure of being visited by 

Danielle and Adrian, who led us on a journey which helped 
us to understand our feelings better. 

Danielle and Adrian brought with them a wealth of 
knowledge on emotions, guiding us through fun activities 
and brain breaks that helped us to refocus our attention 

and build our knowledge of different emotions. One 
highlight was our game of Feelings Bingo, where we not 

only had fun but also learned to recognise various 
emotions in ourselves and others. 

Following the game, we embarked on a creative endeavour, choosing an 
emotion and expressing it through art. It was interesting to see how each of 

us chose to draw our emotion, along with identifying situations when we 
might experience it. This activity encouraged us to explore the complexity of 

our emotions in a safe and expressive way. 

Danielle and Adrian helped us to revisit the Zones of Regulation, a framework 
that helps us identify and understand our emotional states. Learning about 

the different zones - green, yellow, blue, and red - empowered us to recognise 
where we are emotionally at any given moment. 

One important lesson we took away from this session is that it's perfectly 
okay to be in any zone. Understanding our emotions allows us to be kind and 

compassionate to ourselves and others, fostering a supportive and 
empathetic environment within our classroom and beyond. 

We can’t wait to keep learning about the different zones and strategies that 
will help us to be the best we can be! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Congratulations to these 10 students as they are our 2024 Junior School Council representatives. They will be 
responsible for whole school activities, raising money for charities and for ensuring our school is a fun and safe 
place to play and learn.  
Students were asked to apply for the position, writing a letter on how they would help the school and 
contribute in a positive way. They were then selected by the School Leadership team. Well done Cadence King, 
Sienna Cowland, Mia He, Andy Zhan, Chayce Cesta-Incani, Karla Recinos-Najarro, Ty O’Meara, Onyx Bowler, 
Lucas Parsons and Ruby Jean Jennings-Richardson. 
 
 

Our leaders have some exciting plans and ideas. The students advocate for positive experiences and ways to 

contribute to the school community. Here are some initial thoughts from our leaders: 

Lucas; “I am looking forward to helping organise events for all students across the school.” 

Mia; “I see my role as helping people around the school and organising fun events.” 

Sienna; “ I am excited to set up events and helping our students be involved in all activities.’ 

Onyx; “As a member of the Junior School Council, I am excited to be a part of planning for events such as a 

Colour Run.” 

Chayce; “ Organising special occasions such as Easter themed events is how I can contribute to the group.” 

Andy; “Learning how to be involved in organising events excites me!” 

Ty; “ I am thinking about fundraising for the school and students. This is important to me.” 

Ruby Jean; “ I am looking forward to planning for things that students enjoy eg Pyjama Day.” 

Karla; “ I want to help others in the community eg providing food, supplies for older residents, helping our 

school with events such as surfing and a pyjama day.” 
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Introducing our 2024 Junior School Council 

Members. 
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Our Hands on Learning group has commenced their program for 2024. Already they have shown how they 
can contribute to the school community. Yesterday was their first planned event and not only did they 

learn the skill of serving, exchanging money and advertising for their Zooper Dooper sales, they also 
experienced the skills in communication and the importance of contributing and giving back to the school. 

The sale of the $1 Zooper Doopers on Thursday was a huge success and on an extremely hot day 
yesterday, the timing could not have come at a better time.   

Thank you to Mrs Woolman and her HOL students in preparing the sales.  

 

Thank you HOL! You 

showed great service! 

Nice and 

refreshing! 

We loved having 

the chance to 

spend our money! 



 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 5 

26th - 1st 

March 

 

26th 27th 28th 

District Tennis 

29th 1st 

Clean Up Aust Day 

School Photo Day 

Week 6 

4th - 8th 

March 

4th 5th 

Student Leaders 
Congress– 

6th 7th 

Whole School 
Athletics Day 

8th 

2:45 - Assembly 

Week 7 

11th - 15th 

March 

 

11th 

Labour Day Public 
Holiday 

12th 

NAPLAN Yr.3 &5 
commences– 
Writing 

13th 

Foundation 
students attending 

NAPLAN –Reading  
test 

14th 

NAPLAN Language 
Conventions test 

15th 

Lions Eye Testing Yr F, 
3, 6. 

2:45 - Assembly 

Week 8 

18th - 22nd 

March 

18th 19th 20th 21st 

BIO Cats Incursion –
senior school 

22nd 

2:45 - Assembly 

Important Dates 

 

Warrnambool West Primary School 

LUNCH ORDER LIST 

Salad Roll   $6.20 

Ham and Salad Roll  $6.70 

Chicken and Salad Roll $6.70 

Hedgehog   $3.20 

Iced Donut (Pink or Choc) $2.50 

Cinnamon Donut  $2.30 

Meat Pie  $3.60 

Pastie   $3.60 

Sausage Roll  $2.90 

Small Sausage Roll $2.00 

Nibble Pie  $2.00 

Salad Sandwich $6.10 

PLEASE NOTE: 

*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE PLACED AT SCHOOL BY 9AM ON WEDNESDAYS 

*Lunch orders are ONLY available on Wednesday 

*Lunch orders must be written on a clean paper bag that is big enough to fit the 

student’s order in it 

*The correct money must be included. No change will be given.  

*Please do not send lunch orders in an envelope.  
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Free Internet deal extension 

The Australian Government has announced that they are extending the School Student Broadband 

Initiative until 31 December 2025. The extension means that the SSBI nomination period will remain open 

until 31 December 2024 with free National Broadband Network (nbn) internet service for all new and 

existing families on the SSBI until 31 December 2025. For existing SSBI families who have already signed 

up, this means their SSBI service will automatically be extended until 31 December 2025 (no further 

eligibility checks will be required). For eligible families who connect before the end of this year, they will 

get up to two years of free nbn broadband. 

Student Internet Program - Anglicare Victoria 

To be eligible, families must: 

✓ Have a child living at home that is enrolled in an Australian school (up to year 12 including Prep in 

Qld/Vic/Tas, Kindy in NSW, Reception in SA, Transition in NT/ACT and Pre-Primary in WA). 

✓ Not have an active National Broadband Network (nbn®) Internet service at home. Having a mobile 

internet service does not affect eligibility. 

✓ Live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network via a standard connection – this 

will be checked for you. 

✓ Not have had an active nbn connection during the previous 14 days. 


