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SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  

Here we are hanging with our friends 

and building connections  

We’ve been measuring some BIG/LONG animals. 

4/5 M have been doing some great work. Here are some of our fantastic 

narrative intros to hook you in. We know you will want to read the rest of the 

story. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear Families, 

Earlier this week Meagan Roberts, Karen Holdsworth and I 

travelled to Melbourne to attend a two-day conference as 

part of the primary maths specialist role which commenced 

last year. This significant initiative has gradually built the 

capacity of all our teachers and has allowed us to shape our 

collective focus on improving the teaching of Mathematics 

across the school. Ultimately, this aims to improve learning 

outcomes for all students over time which is clearly outlined 

in both our school Strategic Plan and Annual 

Implementation Plan. Across the days we engaged with 

experts and colleagues, giving us further insights into how 

the teaching of mathematics has changed over the years as 

well as providing us with many opportunities to build our 

understanding of the continuum of effective teaching and 

assessment strategies. A key message was when learning in 

Mathematics, students can very often identify themselves 

as ‘maths people’ or ‘not maths people’. As adults we often 

portray a negative mindset about maths onto our children. 

By using positive messages, such as saying that maths is 

exciting and using language to support a growth mindset, 

“You don’t know yet, let’s find out together” or “Where can 

we go to help us understand?” will dramatically increase 

student achievements. 

Staffing 

This week we welcome back Mrs Jasmine Johns, teaching 

our year 5/6 class. Students were extremely excited to see 

Mrs Johns as was, Mrs Johns to be back teaching at our 

wonderful school. A big welcome also to Mr Mark Robinson 

who has joined our wellbeing team. Mark is currently 

working two days across the week, backfilling Toby Webb’s 

wellbeing mentor role. Mark is a qualified teacher who is 

passionate about supporting students and families with 

their mental health and wellbeing. If you see Jasmine and 

Mark around remember to give them a warm WEST 

welcome. 

Easter Fundraising 

Thank you to the families who have donated an egg to our 

Easter Egg Raffle. The raffle will be drawn on the last day of 

term 1, Friday 8th April. We often have several easter 

baskets ‘up for grabs’ due to the generosity of our families. 

Raffle tickets were sent home at the beginning of the week. 

More tickets are available from the office.  

After the successful pie drive conducted in 2021, School 

Council members have also organised a ‘Hot Cross Bun’ 

drive. Order forms were sent home with students on 

Tuesday. All proceeds from the fundraising go towards the 

upgrading of our outdoor play equipment. 

Ride to school day 

This Friday is Ride to School Day. Like in previous years, we 

are expecting 'lots' of walkers, bikes and scooters etc to 

arrive at school on this day. Staff will meet students at 

various locations in the west neighbourhood at 

approximately 8:30am. At 8:40 the staff will walk to school 

with the students. Family members are welcome to join in 

this event. 

Harmony Day 

Tomorrow will we celebrate Harmony Week with a splash 

of orange. All students are welcome to wear orange 

clothing to represent symbolic peace and diversity in 

society. Our JSC members have been busy across the week 

being ‘Secret Agents’, spotting students who they believe 

have shown respect and inclusion. They have also given 

daily reflections on the significance of this day across each 

classroom. Thanks to the JSC team and Miss Holdsworth for 

organising activities across the week for our school 

community.  

Photo Day 

Thanks to families for their assistance ensuring students 

were in their school uniform for our photo day last Friday. A 

gentle reminder that coloured runners are not part of our 

official uniform.  Our uniform policy states that students are 

to wear plain black lace up school shoes or runners (not 

canvas or high-tops). We understand that some students 

have just purchased new shoes that are not compliant with 

our policy, however we ask for your assistance, that when 

you replace your child’s footwear, you purchase black 

shoes.  Please contact Karen Holdsworth or myself if you 

have any concerns regarding our school uniform policy. 

School Council 

Our AGM and general meeting will be held next Monday 

28th of March at 7pm in the library where new council 

members and office bearers will be elected.  The School 

Council is an elected body of staff and parents that oversee 

the policy and financial decisions for the school. If you are 

interested in being involved on school council, please 

contact me at school as there are still parent vacancies for 

the 2022-2023 term of council.  
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Cont…. 
District Athletics Carnival 

Twenty-eight students in years 3-6 represented our school 

on Tuesday at the District Schools Athletics Carnival. All 

athletes performed to the best of their abilities throughout 

the day and proudly represented WWPS. Congratulations to 

Logan Young, Ruby-Jean Jennings, Aidan Sebire and Tyller 

Prescott who qualified to represent our school at the 

Division Track and Field Championships on the 6th of May 

Parent Teacher Student Interview Day 

The online booking system through the parent portal on 

Compass is now open and a big thank you to all families who 

have booked for a Parent/Student/Teacher interview with 

your child/ren’s teacher on Thursday April 7th. There will be 

no formal classes on this day however students are expected 

to attend the interview with their parent/carers. Interview 

time slots of 15 minutes will be allocated for each student to 

allow time for the students to share their term one learning 

and set goals for term 2. We sincerely hope these interviews 

provide a clear picture of how each student has started the 

school year, as well as some insights into important learning 

goals emerging for each student. If you need support, please 

contact Vanessa in the school office.  

Thought of the week…  
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Last week, Yellow House were the 

winners of our Behaviour Intention 

of learning to be inclusive and play 

safely. Teachers acknowledge the 

expected behaviours they notice by 

awarding the points. Examples of 

such behaviours included; being safe 

in the playground at recess and 

lunch and including others outside 

and or in the classroom. All students 

in Yellow House should be proud of 

themselves by demonstrating the 

whole school BI consistently. All 

students in each house should also 

be congratulated for trying their 

best! Well done to all.  



 

 

 

 

          Learning mathematics is everyone’s responsibility  

This week Clare, Meagan and I attended two days of intensive professional learning in Melbourne as part of our 

PMSS maths journey. We were enriched and rewarded with face to face delivery by renowned mathematical experts 

and researchers after experiencing Covid inflicted online learning over the past year.  

A part from the connections and discussions we experienced with the experts and teachers from all around Victoria, 

we valued how we could reflect on ourselves as adult learners. We have always had our students at the centre of all 

decisions and our professional development over these two days demonstrated this. We are proud of our 

application, our vision and we are firm in our direction. We walked away with additional aspirations for our school, 

our teaching staff and of course for our students!  

 

I wanted to share one key take away from our conference, and that is how you as parents, aunties and uncles, 

grandparents and even carers can contribute to the mindset of our mathematicians. We can influence our child's 

views on maths by remembering own negative experiences. This is not helpful!!! Below, I have shared a snippet of an 

article by one of the experts in the field and I hope his views can highlight how you can inadvertently be the experts 

of everyday maths.  

Here is the link if you would like to read the whole article. 

https://www.abc.net.au/education/how-to-help-your-children-with-maths/13676330 ‘You don't need to be “good 

at maths” to help your children with their maths’ By Doug Clarke.                                                                                                              

Practical ideas to help your children with mathematics 
Over the years, I have had the chance to facilitate parent evenings, where parents share the kinds of things they do 
with their children to support the learning of mathematics, and I share a few of my ideas. 
Some of these ideas are more suited to younger children, and others to upper primary. As you read this, you may 
find you are already doing many of these things. 
 
1. (For younger children) Count steps when you go up or down them. Ask your child to set the table, working out 
how many knives, forks, cups, chopsticks, etc are needed. Talk about longer and shorter, lighter and heavier. Identify 
shapes in the environment. 
 
2. When you have a calculation to do, ask your child, "How would you work this out?" (67 per cent of all calculations 
adults do are in the home, so there are many opportunities for this.) 
 
3. Talk to children about today's date, find upcoming birthdays on the calendar, and ask them questions about how 
long till bedtime and how long until their birthday, and encourage them to read both analogue and digital clocks. 
 
4. In the supermarket: when in line at the deli, ask how many more people until it's your turn. Ask them to collect the 
2L milk carton or the 1kg bag of rice. Encourage them to work out which has the better value out of the large and 
small packets of laundry detergent. 
 
5. Use a height measurer marked in centimetres for children to keep track of their height, and encourage them to 
measure things at home, like spacing seedlings when planting in the garden and weighing ingredients during cooking. 
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https://www.abc.net.au/education/how-to-help-your-children-with-maths/13676330
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Welcome to the Science room! Each week the science room is a busy place, full of students investigating, exploring, 
experimenting and analysing data. Science can sometimes be daunting, it is therefore so important we look after our-
selves and are aware of our emotions. The senior school has a Zones of Regulation wall, where we can recognise how 
we are feeling and come up with strategies to help us, our learning and those around us. 

Blue Zone: 
It is perfectly natural to feel sad, sick or just a bit flat. 
Students in the science room often read a book on the 
couch or spend some time caring for the animals in the 
room when we are feeling a bit blue.  

Liam: I like to colour or read a book at the start of Science 
when I sometimes feel blue. It helps me concentrate and 
then I can help my team when I am ready to learn. 

Lochy: I like looking after the frogs and lizards in Science. It 
helps me calm and feel good after lunch when I am a bit 
tired. 

Green Zone: 
Here we find our learners! Our students are focussed, 
happy and calm. When we are in the green zone we are 
curious scientists who are great at investigating and 
reflecting on activities.  

Yellow Zone: 
Specialist subjects are exciting! Sometimes students come in full of 
energy, this could be silly, annoyed, anxious or excited. When we 
feel in the yellow zone our students might burn off energy by riding 
the exercise bike or playing a quick break with hookey to help them 
adjust back to the learning zone.  

Babu: I like to hop on the bike for a few minutes, I feel better after 
riding and am ready to learn. 
Taj: Sometimes I need something to eat to help me settle and learn. 
Jaawan: When working with my team at the table I use a rubix cube 
to help when I am fidgety.  

Red Zone: 
From time to time we can feel red. This might look like anger or over-
excitement. Our students recognise the need to keep each other safe 
and use strategies to help when they are feeling red. This might be 
taking the lizard outside for some sunlight, having something to eat or 
taking a walk with a friend. These strategies help us regulate in the 
classroom. 
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Name Class Reason 

Lenox Bowler  Mrs Roberts and 

Mrs Blake  

For always trying his best. Lenox listens and watches instructions carefully. He 
completes all set tasks and confidently shares his work with his peers. Lenox is 
well mannered and inclusive of all students and staff at WWPS. 

Paige Gemao  Miss Grey For always being inclusive and making sure everyone feels welcomed and happy. 

Thanks for being an amazing classmate!  

Ollie Brown  Mrs Mitchell  For working hard and being persistent in all areas of his learning. He is making 

great connections and asking thoughtful questions.  

Charlie Zhang  Ms McElgunn For having the most beautiful smile and for being friendly, kind and thoughtful to 

all his classmates. Charlie tries his hardest in all the class tasks.  

Sienna Cowland  Miss Evans For being a caring, respectful and inclusive student. Sienna always has a friendly 

smile on her face and treats others with kindness.   

Winne Chivers  Mrs Uebergang  For quickly setting herself up ready to learn and putting in 100% effort in all her 

learning tasks. For her positive attitude, always being quick with a smile and so 

polite and helpful. 

Allira  Mrs Smithwick 

Art 

For being actively involved each week in her Art Classes; completing her art 

pieces to the highest of quality. You’re always offering to help others with their 

Artwork each class and also happy to assist me around the art room. Thank-you 

for always being so kind and polite. 

Hudson Sabay Science For his consistency when completing work in the Science room. Hudson regularly 

completes all of his tasks, thinking and asking further questions before recording 

his results. 

Paige Gemao Music For excellent descriptions and examples of how music can be played at different 

tempos. Well done! 

Students of the Week Week 8 

SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  
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Important Dates: Term 1, 2022 
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WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 9 

21st-25th 

March  

21st 

Harmony Day 

22nd 

District Athletics 

Brauer  

23rd 24th 

Naplan Online 

Practise Test Year 

3/5 

25th 

Ride/Walk  to 

School Day  

Assembly 

Harmony Day—

wear orange  

Week 10  

28th -1st  

March – April  

28th 

 

29th 30th 

 

31st 

National 

Neighbourhood  Day 

celebrations at 

WWPS 1-3pm. All 

Welcome!  

1st 

Assembly  

Week 11 

4th-8th April  

4th 

Warrnambool 

College Open Night

– from 4pm  

 

5th 6th 

5-12 year old 2nd 

Vaccination 3:30-

5:30 

Brauer College 

Open Night 6pm 

7th  

No School  

Parent/Teacher/

Student interviews 

11:30-6pm  

8th  

LAST DAY OF TERM 

1  - School 

concludes 2:20pm 
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1 2 3 

4 5 6 

Steps to Booking a Parent Teacher Conference 
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LUNCH ORDER LIST 

Meat Pies     $3.50 

Pastie      $3.50 

Potato Pie     $3.50 

Sausage Roll             $2.50 

Nibble Pie     $1.50 

Plain Salad Roll    $4.20 

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll          $4.50 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY 

*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN 

PAPER BAG THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE STUDENTS 

ORDER IN IT. 

*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE INCLUDED. NO 

CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN. 

*PLEASE DO NOT SEND LUNCH ORDERS IN AN 

ENVELOPE. 

The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will 

need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by 

9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags. 

Hedgehog -  $2.50 

Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00 


