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Dear Families, 

At West, our staff are a professional learning community who work together to build excellence in teaching and learning and 

build powerful relationships with students and families. At the beginning of this week Meagan, Karen and myself attended the 

final days of maths training as part of the Primary Maths initiative we have been involved with over the last two years. Meagan 

and Karen have participated in twenty days of learning with the intention of improving the delivery of maths in our school. 

Over the two years there has been a noticeable increase in student engagement and achievement in maths, as well as an 

increase in teacher confidence and capability in teaching maths. Over the course of the two days, we spent time engaging with 

experts in mathematics teaching and wrote an action plan to ensure that the learnings have a sustainable impact in our school 

beyond the life of the two-year initiative. This has been a huge commitment by Meagan and Karen, driving to Melbourne 

regularly to attend this professional learning and I know all staff have benefited from the coaching and mentoring that has 

been provided by our leaders. On behalf of Karen and Meagan, I thank them for their contributions and look forward to 

watching our students become more curious, when problem solving in maths and listening to them articulate their thinking!  

Transition 

We are so happy to be able to invite our new Foundation students to come into school for Transition. Tomorrow our 2023 

students will return for their second visit to the classroom. Ms Roberts and Ms Blake spoke proudly of how well the children 

settled into the classroom and were amazed that all were very comfortable to say ‘see you later’ to their families. Our 

Transition Program takes many forms. We have the traditional kinder to Foundation Program, whole school transition for the 

current Year Foundation to five students, the selection of 2023 school leaders and the program that supports our exiting Year 6 

students as they prepare for the new chapter of their lives at Secondary School. We are extremely fortunate that our year six 

students will have an additional transition day at both Brauer and Warrnambool College on Monday 12th December. State-wide 

step-up day for all students is on Tuesday 13th December. Students will participate in a morning of activities designed to orient 

them to the learning environments with their new teachers and classmates for next year. The purpose of the program is to 

reduce the anxiety felt by students as to what the new school year may bring. Our role in preparing our students for the next 

year will include classroom experiences, becoming familiar with other staff (who may or may not be the teachers in that level 

next year) and becoming familiar with other rooms in the school.  

Movie Fundraiser 

Hopefully, you have all set aside some family time tonight to attend our movie fundraising event at the Capital Theatre. The 

screening of ‘Strange World’ commences at 6pm and is rated PG. The Walt Disney Animation is an action-adventure. ‘Strange 

World’ journeys deep into an uncharted and treacherous land where fantastical creatures await the legendary Clades, a family 

of explorers whose differences threaten to topple their latest—and by far— most crucial mission. Our raffle will also be drawn 

throughout the evening. Thanks to our school council president Dana Callaghan for coordinating this event for our school 

community. 

Excursions 

As the year draws to a close it is fantastic to have our students out in the community enjoying the company of each other while 

exploring the wonder places Warrnambool has on offer. Today our F-2 visited the new Warrnambool Library and participated in 

an art session at the Warrnambool Art Gallery before heading down to Lake Pertobe for a picnic of fish and chips (chips and 

chicken nuggets. Students enjoyed a play on the playground. Once again, I received wonderful reports from staff on their 
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return; Words such as pride, sensational and respectful were used to describe the behaviour of our wonderful students. Our 

Indigenous students in years 3-6 are looking forward to their end of year celebration at Merri River School tomorrow, where 

our year six students will be acknowledged for completing seven years of primary education. Our annual surf program also 

commences tomorrow. These water safety lessons have focused on keeping safe at the beach, swimming between the flags 

and becoming aware of dangers such as rips. The program provides invaluable opportunities and experiences for students 

especially heading into Summer and supports children to understand that while water play is great fun, it can also be 

extremely dangerous. A friendly reminder that when you visit the beach (if the weather ever warms up), constant, vigilant 

supervision is paramount to keeping kids safe. 

Staffing  

We are currently organising the staffing for 2023. Each year we also say farewell and welcome new staff members and this year 

is no different. Ms John will leave us at the end of the year, and we wish her all the best for the upcoming year. Ms Hopkins 

and Ms Lilley will be taking a further twelve months leave for the 2023 year. Our bubbly trainee Makayla Lowther will also 

leave us to commence her university course. We interviewed last week to fill a classroom teaching position and I am pleased to 

announce that Scott Cooper will be joining our staff in 2023. Scott comes to us from Merri River School and lives locally. We will 

be interviewing next week for an additional education support staff member and visual arts 

teacher to finalise staffing for 2023.  

Year 6 Graduation  

Plans are well underway for our year 6 graduation evening to be held in the multipurpose 

room. After the success of last’s years changed format, we have decided to continue with 

the same proceedings this year. Students will leave school at the end of the day and return 

to school at 5:30 pm, to share a meal with staff members in the library, followed by a 

ceremony commencing at 7pm. The ceremony will include a student performance, 

presentations to all students and individual community awards. All family members and 

siblings are welcome to attend the ceremony. A formal invitation will be sent home with 

year six students over the coming days. 

Enjoy the remainder of your week, 

Clare Monk 
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Put a smile on their faces 

Clare, myself and Meagan attended our final two day PMSS professional learning on Monday and Tuesday and said our 

farewells to many significant mathematicians who have impacted on our two year journey. 

This journey is far from over however! The pedagogical practices that we now have trialled, taught with and reflected on has 

enriched my own leadership, design and practice and has enabled our students to engage with exciting innovative learning 

opportunities. 

Leading learning so that all staff are provided with research based strategies, concepts and teaching practices continues to be 

the work ahead. Our time with the PMSS has equipped our staff with the high level of expertise in the teaching of mathematics. 

Reflecting on all of our key learnings from the past two days will be passed onto our staff in time, as our fortunate experiences 

with the gurus of mathematics is vast and rich and to align this learning to best meet the needs of our students.  

The work ahead will continue to connect the dots with PMSS and our context, identify essential elements for future school 

wide growth and continue to be agents of change in mathematical understandings. 

Key take aways from this week’s professional learning that will forever grow within me as an educator are; 

how to balance enjoyment with productive learning  

Reasoning and problem solving are the glue that holds everything together for our learners 

Put a smile on our mathematician’s faces as they experience fun in serious, challenging mathematics. 

Give time to students as thinkers and take the time to watch and listen. 

Active teaching is not just ‘teacher teaching students’. It is ‘teacher with students’ and ‘students teaching students’  

Mathematics enthusiasm and curiosity is contagious  

Numeracy is not the same as mathematics. It is finding the everything in other learning areas eg geography 

Building connections and inclusion in maths draws on the past, present and future experiences children have and will bring 

to the classroom  

Engagement in mathematics is cognitive, behavioural and emotional. 

Students have to care about what they are learning 

Story telling leads into engagement and enrichment 

As our year in mathematics is drawing to a close, I encourage all students and their families to continue learning that society 

provides. Christmas shopping budgets, wrapping presents and volume, bowling angles with the cricket ball, finding shapes in 

the playground, holiday destination mapping, lego building and scale, cooking and fractions and singing songs with patterns… 

the list is endless.  

One more takeaway from Charles Lovitt (2022 winner of excellence in the art and science of design in education) yesterday…  

Put a smile on their face as maths is important but so is dance. Children move and dance all the time if you let them.. let 

them move while doing maths. 
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In 1/2G we have been discussing 

things that make us feel green 

zone feelings. We explored what 

positive savouring is and how it 

can help care for our emotions. 

Our class made our very own 

memoir about positive experi-

ences we have had in our class 

this year. They included swim-

ming, Werribee Zoo, Year 2 

sleepover, Flagstaff Hill excur-

sions, movie fundrais-

er, colour run, athlet-

ics days and many 

more!!   

 

We also decided to 

set some personal and classroom goals of practising different 

ways to keep ourselves in the green zone or way to help us get 

back to the green zone after being in the yellow zone. We creat-

ed our own ‘calming ladders’ to help remind us of the different 

ways.  
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Important Dates: Term 4, 2022 
WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 9  

28th November—

2nd December  

28th 29th 30th 

Years 5/6 Surf-

Swim Program  

1st 2nd 

2023 Foundation 

Transition Visit 

Week 10  

5th-9th December 

5th 6th 

HoL Port Fairy 

11:30-3pm  

7th 8th 9th 

Student Free Day 

Week 11 

12th-16th 

December  

12th 

Years 3-6 End of 

Year Celebration  

13th 

State Wide 

Transition Day  

14th 15th 

Students Last 

Day  

Final Assembly 

16th 

Student Testing  

 

Week 12  

19th-23rd 

December  

19th 

Student Testing  

20th 

Student Free 

Final Day for Staff 

21st 22nd 23rd 
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UPDATED LUNCH ORDER LIST 

Meat Pie              $4.50 

Pastie       $4.50                 

Potato Pie      $5.00                 

Sausage Roll      $3.50                         

Nibble Pie      $2.00                 

Finger Bun           $2.20                                        

Plain Salad Roll/Sandwich  $5.00 

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll $6.00 

Chicken Roll/Sandwich                                 

$5.00 

Ham & Cheese Sandwich                            

$5.00 

Hedgehog $3.50 

Iced  Donut (Pink or Choc) $2.50 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

* LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE 

PLACED AT SCHOOL BEFORE 

11AM ON THURSDAYS 

*Lunch orders are ONLY 

available on a FRIDAY 

*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE 

WRITTEN ON A CLEAN 

PAPER BAG THAT IS BIG 

ENOUGH TO FIT THE 

STUDENTS ORDER IN IT. 

*THE CORRECT MONEY 

MUST BE INCLUDED. NO 

CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN. 

*PLEASE DO NOT SEND 

LUNCH ORDERS IN AN 

ENVELOPE. 



24/11/2022           Page   9 Warrnambool West Primary School 

SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  


