Term 1—Week 9 — Thursday 25th of March 2021

Warrnambool West Primary School
‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’

In the Art Room
This term, we have been celebrating the diverse cultures within our school community. The students have
created welcome signs in each first language of our families. If you visit the display in our hallway and scan
the QR code for the language, you will be taken directly to information about the country of the student’s
heritage. The students have been inspired by the artwork in the local Dreamtime story; ‘The Rainbow
Serpent of the Hopkins River’ created by famous Chinese artist Fan Kuan. The students are currently working
on a whole school mural as part of our Harmony Week celebrations. Please keep an eye on Seesaw to stay
up to date with your child’s learning in Visual Arts each week.
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School Council

From the Principal

Our Annual General Meeting of the School Council was on Monday
night. At this meeting, the Annual Report was presented and
discussed. It was pleasing to note our high performance in the areas
of sense of connectedness and our management of bullying from the
2020 Student Attitudes to School Survey. Our results were above
similar and all DET schools across the state. Once ratified by the
Department of Education families will be able to access it on the
school website.
At the meeting, office bearers for 2021 were elected and they are as
follows:

Dear Families,

President: Shaun Knell
It is hard to believe that we are approaching the final days of term
one. Our extra curriculum activities have continued this week with a
visit from Uncle Lochy on Monday. Uncle Lochy told the students
stories about Aboriginal culture, giving students the opportunity to
practise saying and understanding some Indigenous words. He also
performed a Welcome to Country in traditional language.
Unfortunately, our F-2 students picnic to Warrnambool Botanical
gardens was cancelled and is will be rescheduled for a later date, this
picnic is to celebrate their Inquiry learning for the term, "What is
special about my family?” Extra curricula activities help students build
skills and open their minds to new interests and views. Experiences
give students opportunity to explore an interest in more depth than
what is covered in class — or maybe even find a completely new
interest that they wouldn’t have been exposed to otherwise. Every
experience our students have, is designed for to broaden their
perspective of their local community or the wider world.

Vice President: Angela Wickham
Treasurer: Karen Holdsworth
Secretary: Vanessa Attrill
The other council members are Sally Woolman (DET), Lisa Hill, Sharna
Knell (parents) and Rinska Moritz has once again joined as a
community member.
It was fantastic to have our new school value posters endorsed by
council. The posters were designed by our very talented Education
Support Staff member, Fiona Ludeman. The posters are now on
display in each classroom. Fiona is also currently working on a wall
mural depicting our motto; ‘Sailing Towards Success’ to include the
values of SAFE, INCLUSIVE, RESPECTFUL and LEARNING.
If you have an interest in School Council, I strongly urge you to
connect as there are several parent vacancies still to be filled.

Resilience Project
The Resilience Project is coming! Next Monday evening, all families
are invited to a FREE parent workshop at the Lighthouse Theatre,
commencing at 6:30pm. This is a fabulous opportunity for further
learning on positive and practical strategies to practise and model
with children to support mental health. It will also include accessible
ideas and tools to support your own wellbeing. This is a ticketed event
and you will need to use the unique link below to book your seat.
Staff and students in year 3-6 will also attend workshops across next
week. At Warrnambool West we recognise that resilience is crucial
for students to achieve both social and academic success. To help
students become more resilient they need to be explicitly taught
practical strategies that promotes positive mental health. I would
strongly encourage all parents to book tickets for what is sure to be
an engaging, inspiring and informative parent session.
https://www.lighthousetheatre.com.au/schools-education-programresilience-project-parents
OR phone the Lighthouse Theatre.
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Attendance

District Athletics

Our student attendance data at our school has significant scope for
improvement; this is the responsibility of every student, every family
member and every staff member. Most concerning for me, is our four
year average from 2017-2020 indicates that the number of days
students were absent from school was 21.1% compared to the four
year state average of 15.3 %. The Department of Education (DET)
requires all schools to follow up students with unexplained absences
by;

Today Mr Hackett and a team of 29 athletes will represent our school
at the District Schools Athletics Carnival at Brauerander Park. All
students will compete against other schools in several track and field
events. Congratulations to all students for advancing to stage two of
the athletics carnival and we know you will represent yourselves and
your school with great pride.



End of Term 1



contacting parents/carers of students with high levels of
absences or lateness;
contacting parents/carers as soon as practicable on the day of
an unexplained student absence

As parents/carers, you have a responsibility to ensure that your child
attends school regularly, and is only absent if ill or if absolutely
necessary. Parents/carers have an obligation to notify the school of
their child’s absence on the day or the days before (Please use
Compass or phone school.)

A reminder to all families that term one concludes next Thursday at
2.20 PM. Assembly will be held at the earlier time of 9:15am. Mrs
Roberts and Mrs Hopkins classes will be performing items and student
of the term awards will also be presented. At this stage we will hold an
outdoor assembly (weather permitting) to enable families to attend.
Hope to see you all there to celebrate the end of a very busy term.

Continual non-attendance without a reasonable explanation can be
referred to the DET Regional School Attendance Officer. It is at the
principal’s discretion to determine if the explanation for absence is
reasonable. As a school we understand from time to time that some
students will need additional support and assistance with nonattendance and ask that you make contact with myself or Toby Webb
so that we can provide this support when it is required. I ask for your
assistance to ensure your children are; At school, Every day, On time,
Ready for Learning.

End of Term 1
School concludes at 2.20pm
next Thursday 1st April
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From the
Assistant Principal

Our staff members took part in a Big Life Professional Development session on Tuesday evening with many staff from other
schools also in attendance. For the first time in a long time we had the opportunity to be with so many other staff members
in a professional learning environment.
Funnily enough, the theme for our Term 1 Big Life across the schools is CONNECT, and this is what I observed and felt
during the session. Connections with various teaching staff from across multiple schools, connections with the Big Life team
and connections with each other. To me, the Big Life session caused me to reflect and attend to my own grateful life and
appreciate the relationships I have with so many people.
We all can and do benefit from nurturing, positive relationships and the connections we have with other people and this
often goes unnoticed.
Let’s complete a quick audit on our relationships and our connections!
Ask yourself one of these questions and see where they take you.
1. What’s one kind or thoughtful thing someone did for you recently?
2. Who is always there for you, and how do you feel about them?
3. Who has helped you become the person you are today, and what’s the top thing you’d thank them for?
4. Who is someone who always really listens when you talk, and how does that affect you?
5. What’s the best thing that happened today so far?
6. What’s something that inspired or touched you recently?
7. Has anyone done anything recently that made your job easier?
8. What’s one thing you enjoyed about doing your job recently?
9. Can you think of any non-physical gifts you’ve received recently—someone’s time, attention, understanding, or support?
10. What about today has been better than yesterday?
11. Who have you enjoyed being around recently, and why?
12. How have you used your talents and abilities recently, and what have you enjoyed about doing that?
13. What have you learned recently that will help you in the future?
14. What or who made you laugh or smile today?

If we think about and acknowledge the people in our lives and the affect they have on us, then we can connect with ease
and develop an intrinsic gratitude for the small things in our world.
Miss Karen Holdsworth
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Demonstrating “Connection” in our Classrooms
Teachers were asked to write what strategies / ideas they had and use, to promote our Big Life
Term 1 focus of “Connection,” in their classrooms:










Saying good morning to every one of your students as they
arrive in the morning

completing his writing and sharing with class.



Say hello to the other students in your colleague’s classrooms –
kids love hearing other adults say “Hello” (always try to use their
name)



Setting yourself a goal of finding out something new about two
of your students every day that isn’t curriculum related!



Morning community circles



Completing a daily gratitude diary to reflect on feelings and the
positive moments throughout the day



Daily mindfulness for 10-15 minutes with a specific focus eg
listen only to the sounds outside the window, listen only to your
own breathing etc



Celebrating our work and achievements in class e.g. Logan



Doing more group work activities - students mixing/working
with others they usually wouldn't
Have students write or draw something new, interesting or
awesome that they have noticed about a peer
Bring in your favourite photo or memento to share a little bit of
yourself with your student
Allow the students a few minutes each day to just sit and chat!
Have a “Secret Class Buddy” activity - students have to secretly
find out something new about someone in their class
Students bring in something special to share with the class eg
favourite toy, photo, book etc
Include “Brain breaks” as they are an excellent source for just
‘being’ and connecting to the moment

The Senior School have been working on writing narratives this term.
It is wonderful to observe the progress they have made.
The students have been learning about all the key elements of a narrative and how to make them come alive with descriptive language and
creative problems and resolutions.
It is inspiring and exciting to see students writing at home also. The following is an example of what our students are producing on their own!

One Motionless Night
One motionless night, the world felt as dark as a cave and as sad as a wimpy puppy. There stood a motionless girl like how the world felt. There
was a cold breeze biting at her cheeks as a shiver went down her spine. She feels motionless because the world feels like it is in lockdown, because there is no one on the streets, no one in schools and no one at people’s houses which is unusual. She thought, maybe a big windstorm or
flood might come. One minute she feels motionless, next minute her Mum is yelling get inside or you’re going to die. Hurry up, get in the car.
“WHATS GOING ON?” yelled the girl.” I’ll tell you in the car”, said Mum. “The reason is because there is a big windstorm coming so we have to get
out of town”, said Mum.
“Quick go full speed the big windstorm is right on our tail honey!”
“Dad are we going to be ok, are we going to live?”
“Yes, we are going to be ok and live” AAGGHH, they all say at once.
“Dad go faster I can feel the back of the car lifting off the road!”
“I can’t, just grab your stuff and on the count of 3 jump.”
1,2,3 JUMP. They watch as their car gets sucked up in the storm.
They think, we’re grateful to be alive because some lives were taken.
THE END
By Andie Knell in 5/6 Hopkins
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Students of the Week
Name

Class

Reason

Jackson Chivers

Mrs Roberts

For demonstrating the character strengths of fairness and love of learning. Jackson listens
politely to his teachers and his classmates. He is often the first person on the mat each
morning, ready to participate and try his best.

Dawson Prescott

Mr Griffin

For his dedication to his writing by producing an outstanding writing piece titled “Three
wishes”

Mia He

Miss Grey

For being a great friend and ensuring our new classmate felt welcomed and safe. Thank
you for being such a great friend. We all appreciate you :)

Michael Lawn

Mrs Lilley

For Michael’s amazing attitude towards being a learner and completing all his learning
tasks.

Hudson Sabay

Miss Evans

For always being willing to share his ideas during class discussions

Christine Burn

Mrs Hopkins

Christine has achieved our school wide learning intention of “walking safely to and from
the classroom and waiting patiently”. This reflects Christine’s ability to also model our
school value of respect towards her teachers and her peers.

Mariam

Miss Halliwell

For the beautiful land, sky and sun design she painted on her CD for our whole school
mural.

Art
Tuurann Clarke

Mr Hackett
PE

Karla Recinos-Najarro

Science

Harmony-Grace Sebire

Music

For a fantastic attitude and spirt when participating in the AFL clinic this week.
Well done!
For speculating different ways a landscape has been eroded including rain, wind,
For demonstrating safety when learning to use new instruments, well done!
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Important Dates: Term 1, 2021
WEEK
Week 9

MONDAY
22nd

TUESDAY
23rd

WEDNESDAY
24th

22nd-23rd

THURSDAY
25th

FRIDAY
26th

F-2 Family Picnic
excursion

March

come dressed in orange.
District
Athletics

Week 10
28th to 2nd
March – April

29th

30th

Resilience Project
Parent info 6.30

31st

1st

2nd

Resilience Project
Lighthouse
Theatre
Yr 3- 6

Last Day Of Term

Good Friday

2.20pm

School Holidays
2nd—18th April
Term 2

19th

Week 1

First Day of Term 2

20th

21st

22nd

23rd

27th

28th

29th

30th

19th - 23rd
April
Week 2

26th

26th-30th

School Cross
Country

April
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The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will
need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by
9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags.

This Week’s Special
Hedgehog - $2.50
Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00
Warrnambool West Primary School
LUNCH ORDER LIST

Meat Pies

$3.50

Pastie

$3.50

Potato Pie

$3.50

Sausage Roll

$2.50

Nibble Pie

$1.50

Plain Salad Roll

$4.20

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll

$4.50

PLEASE NOTE:
*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY
*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN PAPER BAG
THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE STUDENTS ORDER IN IT.
*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE INCLUDED. NO

CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN.
*PLEASE DO NOT SEND LUNCH ORDERS IN AN
ENVELOPE.
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Community News

Dennington Football Netball Club
We are Seeking Under 18 and Under 15 footballers
for the 2021 season. If you want plenty of game
time,
learn new skills and make new friends come
and give it a go.
Training is on Monday and Wednesdays at
5PM
or contact Anthony Dowed on 0423 380 965
Dennington Football Netball
Club is a registered Good
sports Club
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