Term 2—Week 1— Thursday 28th of April 2022

Warrnambool West Primary School
‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’

The first week of school has seen us involved in many different activities. With ANZAC Day on Monday we have made some
interesting discoveries around this important event. In our Buddies session we got to share in making ANZAC biscuits that we
were able to eat. During the cooking time we sat down and read with our buddies to read some of the books they are interest-

ANZAC Biscuit's were a part of the food source because they did not absorb much moisture or go yuck quick. (Lilly)
ANZAC stands for ‘Australian New Zealand Army Corps’. (Tealy)
ANZAC Day is a day for us to commemorate the soldiers whom have gone to war for Australia.
(Franchesca)
ANZAC Day is a day where you remember those who died in the war to help set our country free. (Taj)
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From the Acting Principal
Miss Karen Holdsworth
Dear Families,
Welcome back to a beautiful Autumn start to Term 2. I hope that everyone has had a happy and safe holiday break, spent time with
loved ones over the Easter period, with Covid restrictions easing even further, I hope that all families embraced the opportunity of
getting out and about and you all had a very different break from 2021! Our school calendar is already filling up with what promises to
be a very busy term 2 for students and teachers.

Staffing
Clare Monk is currently sunning herself in Queensland on long service leave after a very busy first term and her letter to families also in
this newsletter, outlines the Term 2 staffing information at Warrnambool West. A special welcome back to Mrs Jasmine John who has
continued with the Year 5/6 classroom and will do so for the remainder of the year, and it is lovely to see these senior students settling
back into the term. I also welcome Mark Robinson to our Wellbeing Mentor role and thank Renae Blake for increasing her teaching time
for our wonderful Foundation class.
I would like to personally congratulate Meagan Roberts on her success in obtaining the position of Acting Assistant Principal for this
term. I look forward to working closely with her passionate, knowledgeable and professional approach to all things West.
Building works
Over the holiday break we have had floors polished and sanded in the main foyer, repairs to the multipurpose room roof is still in
progress and we are waiting on the commencement of sun shades at the front of the library and senior decking. Families were notified
regarding the new security system installed through the week. This is response to and paid by DET after a work safe inspection last year.
Thank you to all visitors who have been patient while waiting to be ‘keyed’ into the office area, as we also get used to the new system.
Foundation Students
It is an exciting time where we see our Foundation students attend school on a Wednesday starting this week. I am certain there will be
some very tired children by home time on Friday for a number of weeks. It is pleasing to see their readiness to learn, be organised and
play in the yard with positivity and a huge amount of energy! 2022 Prep State School Relief package forms were sent home on Tuesday.
If eligible, please return these notes back to the office as soon as possible.
Eye Testing
Loins Eye Testing will commence again this year at West, and a note to Foundation, Years 3 and 6 were sent home this week. This
screening initiative is provided by the Loins Eye Health Program Australia with the aim of identifying children who require further eye
testing, as it is estimated that 1:5 children in Australia have undetected vision problems. Please return consent forms as soon as
possible. On behalf of Warrnambool West, I wish to thank members of the Lions Club for the support offered to our students.
Breakfast Club

Again we will continue our Breakfast Club program in the library Tuesday – Friday’s from 8.30am. We are fortunate to have the Rotary
Club volunteer their time to prepare and serve breakfast to our
students. There are many breakfast options available and always
served with a smile and a chat from these volunteers.
Big Life Focus Term 2
Students will focus on the theme ‘Stop, Opt, Go!’ over the course of
the term, will continue with the Zones of Regulation and begin to build
their Zones toolboxes and practice new zones tools. Students will
explore resources to assist them to understand superflex & the rock
brain thinking tool, along with deeply understanding how to recognise
their inner coach and inner critic thinking.
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Cont….

In Term 1, many of my newsletter pieces explained the Zones of Regulation, connecting the common language with home and how
families can support their children in using the Zones to communicate their emotions. I again strongly encourage families to talk to their
children about their feelings, how to use energy lifting or lowering strategies to be in the optimum Zone.
Arriving At School
It is very important that our students arrive at school ready to start the day at 9.00am. Towards the end of term one, late arrivals were
becoming more numerous with many students arriving between 9.05 and 9.30am. The education and wellbeing of students arriving late
is being compromised and these students are disadvantaged in their learning. Please do not assume that important learning only begins
after 9.30am. Children need to feel a sense of belonging within their class and need a few minutes to prepare for learning, settle in with
their friends and classmates and prepare for the day. The first 15 minutes in the classroom each morning are crucial for setting the scene
for the day.
School Hats and Uniforms
School hats are not mandated during recess and lunch breaks this term, however the sun does not simply ‘switch off’ at this time of
year. We still encourage our students to wear their hats even on a cloudy day as the UV rays are even more potent on these days. Just a
reminder to send your child to school in the WWPS uniform. Navy blue shorts, leggings, track pants and skorts meet our school uniform
policy. We are a proud Warrnambool West community and our uniform is testament to our wonderful school.
ANZAC Day
Our students started the term with a commemorative ANZAC Day assembly. The traditional protocols of the service were competently
led by our three school leaders. The school leaders were then transported to the Warrnambool War Memorial to respectfully lay a
wreath at the shrine. The leaders proudly did so on behalf of our school community.
Covid Update
Clare provided an information letter on Compass at the start of the week outlining the Victorian Government announcement of
important changes to COVIDSafe measures for schools that will apply from the start of Term 2. Here are the relevant changes for our
school community:
Face masks
From 11:59 pm Friday 22 April, face masks, while recommended, are not required in any school setting. This means students in grades 3
to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are no longer required to wear face masks. Any student or staff member who wishes to wear a
mask may do so, including those who are medically at-risk.
Screening requirements
Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day isolation period, now do not need to undertake rapid
antigen test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release from isolation. This was previously 8 weeks.
Household contacts
Students who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. They may return to school as long as they
undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during their 7-day period. They are required to notify the school that they are a household
contact. Students aged 8 years and above who are household contacts are required to wear face masks when indoors at school unless
they have a valid exemption. If a student household contact returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for 7 days.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) are no longer required to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19
vaccine. RAT screening program reminder RATs will continue to be supplied for the first 4 weeks of Term 2 to support the early
detection of COVID19 in our school. It is recommended that home testing is conducted twice weekly.
As we approach winter and flu season, the vaccination of children aged 5 to 11 and booster shots for students 16+ remains the best way
to ensure protection for students and staff. If you have any concerns about getting your child vaccinated, please get in contact with your
GP or another health professional who can answer your questions.
Thank you everyone, I look forward to the term ahead and in my role as Acting Principal and I know I have the best community, staff and
students surrounding me this term.

S AI L I N G TO WAR D S S U C C E S S

Warrnambool West Primary School

28/04/2022

Page 4

From the Principal

Dear Families,
Welcome back to what promises to be a very busy term 2. I trust that everyone has had a happy and safe
holiday break and that the children have returned well rested and prepared for a term full of activity and
learning. I am currently on long service leave and write this piece from far North Queensland. As you may
be aware, when I return from LSL, I will be taking up the acting principal position at Cobden Primary
School for the remainder of term two. This opportunity came about in less than 48 hours and although it
was a very difficult decision to make, it came down to a simple choice of travelling four minutes to work
daily (for a little while anyway!) verses fifty minutes travel, twice daily. Less travel will give me more time
to spend with family and I hope you can all understand my choice to put my family first.
Karen Holdsworth will step up in the acting principal position in my absence and will be supported by
Meagan Roberts who will backfill Karen’s assistant principal position.
In other staff news, Renae Blake will work in the Foundation room Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and Meagan Roberts will return to the Prep room each Wednesday.
Liz Hopkins has decided to extend her leave until the beginning of next year and we are fortunate that
Jasmine John will continue in the 5/6 class for the remainder of the year.
Mark Robinson was successful in gaining the recently advertised wellbeing mentor position and will work
every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.
Jasmine Holloway has made the decision to return to her familiar work in day care and a replacement
education support position is currently advertised.
Unfortunately, schools are places where change is inevitable and although these changes do cause some
anxiety for both parents and students, I am super confident that at West we have very clear structures
and routines in place and, together with our supportive staff, our students will continue to grow in confidence and reach their full potential as learners.
I wish everyone all the best for Term 2. I certainly won’t be a stranger and I will look forward to hearing
the stories about the fabulous learning and the achievements of our students over term. Warrnambool
West is the best!
See you in Term 3!
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From the Acting Assistant Principal
Mrs Meagan Roberts
I am very excited to take on the role of Acting Assistant Principal at Warrnambool West Primary
School for Term Two this year!
It is a privilege to work with a team that is so passionate about their profession. I look forward
to working closely with teachers individually and in teams as we strive to provide the very best
educational environment and experiences for all students and their families. The opportunity to
follow the example of Miss Karen Holdsworth as she leads our school will be an invaluable experience. The Foundation students are in very safe hands with Mrs Blake, but I will certainly enjoy
being in the classroom with them on Wednesdays. It will be wonderful to work with students
across Years 1-6 as well, many of whom I have been lucky enough to teach before.
Warrnambool West holds a very special place in my heart. When I graduated from University,
my first school was West and I have been here since 2001!
I took family leave when my two beautiful daughters were born and from 2016-2018 I worked
at Grasmere Primary School and Merrivale Primary School to extend my teaching experience. In
2019 I returned to West, excited to work with a new leadership team when Mrs Monk arrived.
One of my favourite things about West is the connection with families. It is wonderful to welcome past students back to our school when they bring their own children to West. There are
often many funny stories to share!
I’ve even had my past students return to West for their student teacher rounds.
Gosh this makes me so old!!
I truly love working at Warrnambool West and I am very proud of our school!

Melani Wijesurijya (Foundation student) &
Mrs Roberts 2003

Melani Wijesurijya (Student teacher at
West 2021)
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Lest We Forget
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In Week 1 Term 2 Tutoring, we started a new novel study 'Dragon Skin'. Before reading, students
were asked to show their curiosity with the new text. What questions do you have? Wonderings?
What predictions? Students read the blurb on the back and looked at the front cover and read the
first few pages ....What books are you curious about?
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Important Dates: Term 2, 2022
WEEK
Week 1

MONDAY
25th

TUESDAY
26th

WEDNESDAY
27th

THURSDAY
28th

25th-29th

FRIDAY
29th
School Cross
Country

April

Assembly

Week 2

2nd

3rd

4th

2nd-6th

5th

6th

Public Holiday

Assembly

May

Week 3
9th-13th
May

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

9:30 NAPLAN Writing

9:30 NAPLAN—
Reading

9:30 NAPLAN—
Maths

Assembly

12:00 NAPLAN—
Conventions

F-2 Flagstaff Hill
Excursion

Lets get
Neighbourly Day

Cross Country
Year 1/2 race begins at 12:10pm (1km)
Foundation race begins at 12:20pm (1km)
Age 11 + 12/13 race (two different age groups in same race- 3km) begins at
12:30pm
Age 9/10 (one racing age group- 2km) begins at 1pm

The annual Warrnambool West School Cross Country will be held at
Victoria/ Friendly Societies Park tomorrow.
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The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will
need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by
9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags.

This Week’s Special
Hedgehog - $2.50
Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00
Warrnambool West Primary School
LUNCH ORDER LIST

Meat Pies

$3.50

Pastie

$3.50

Potato Pie

$3.50

Sausage Roll

$2.50

Nibble Pie

$1.50

Plain Salad Roll

$4.20

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll

$4.50

PLEASE NOTE:
*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY
*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN PAPER BAG
THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE STUDENTS ORDER IN IT.
*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE INCLUDED. NO

CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN.
*PLEASE DO NOT SEND LUNCH ORDERS IN AN
ENVELOPE.

