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SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  

This week in 1/2M we have been learning about Reconciliation Week and 
understanding what the week represents. Our understanding is to be 
friends, come together, say sorry, have respect, be nice to everyone, stay 
together, understand each other and to demonstrate inclusion. 

We learnt that Reconciliation Week can connect us as Australian citizens 
and celebrate Indigenous Culture.  



 

 

 

 

 

Dear families, 

I would like to take the opportunity to again thank all attendees to our open day and performances last Thursday. I have 

had such fabulous feedback on how our Auslan program brings our students’ skills and ability to life and we are a point of 

difference in the Warrnambool community by providing such a universal, inclusive and accessible language program for 

our students. Geraldine Mitchell leads this program with passion, purpose and confidence and our students are benefiting 

from this in waves. 

The Mahogany Kindergarten were special guests at our performance last week and it was lovely to welcome Beamish 

Street kindergarten children to our school for PMP and Auslan sessions today. We are fortunate to have such a close knit 

community where our partnership opens the connections with each other, provides support for learning and development 

and enhances social inclusion. Thank you to Meagan Roberts, Geraldine Mitchell and Heath Hackett for providing such a 

rich experience for the children today.  

At the beginning of the week, I was fortunate to attend the Education State Principals Conference on Monday 30 and 

Tuesday 31 May. With hundreds of principals convening together at the Melbourne Convention Centre, I felt privileged to 

be among strong, knowledgeable and committed leaders and networking with others to hear their story, their success and 

their journeys. I do believe that all Victorian students have the best teachers and leaders who care about them and who 

are committed to their communities.    

Key note speakers at the event include; Dr. David Howes the Deputy Secretary, of Schools and Regional Services; James 

Merlino Minister for Education and many educational experts and leaders who are experts in the field. Everyone was 

provided with the opportunity to be together, learn together and our challenge ideas through presentations and theory 

and practice workshops.  

The conference theme of ‘Stronger Together: Every Student, Every School’ speaks to the privilege of the work of leading 

schools. I have come back to build on the conversations and learning from the conference with our teachers, students, and 

our broader school community. Some of the theory and practice professional learning workshops included; ‘Leading 

instructional teams to create lasting change’, ‘Developing expertise in maths: designing a pathway to excellence’, ‘Big ideas 

in quality assessment’, ‘Ensuring Koorie students’ cultural recognition and support to embed perspectives is meaningful’.  

Soaking up the atmosphere, the passion and knowledge to bring back to Warrnambool West is an opportunity to reflect 

on some of my key take aways: 

• The power of education, educators and students. The difference we all can make, have made and continue to make.  

• Teach with intent. We have the opportunity to change the narrative from what works (what we have always ‘done’) 

to what works best.  

• All teaching and ES staff are an expert of some regard, and bring this to the table every day. But to bring ‘expertise’ 

to the table, means that new learning is adaptive and designing an expertise pathway for our school requires 

drawing on new learning.  

• Defining excellence, success relies on context and a mutual understanding  

• Responsive teaching requires a balance of validity and reliability measures 

Reconciliation Week 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to 

explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. The 2022 theme; Be Brave. Make Change. is a challenge to 

us all to Be Brave and tackle the unfinished business of reconciliation so we can Make Change for all. Reconciliation must live in the 
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hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the 

wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

We all have a role to play in our homes, our neighbourhoods, our work places, schools and broader community when it comes to 

reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples, histories, cultures, and futures. 

We are a proud community where our Indigenous students and their families are at the centre of who we are here at Warrnambool 

West. We acknowledge the historical significance of our first peoples and this is evident in every classroom; Science, The Arts, Inquiry 

learning and literacy. 

Welcome Back 

It was fabulous to welcome back our Community school council member and long time advocate and volunteer to our 

school, Rinska. Assisting in the junior area yesterday and re-commencing her knitting club at lunchtime in the library 

demonstrates how much Rinska loves our school and has missed being a valued volunteer over the past two years. We are 

fortunate to have her back on ‘deck’ and the students were just as excited to see her smiling face.  

Biggest Morning Tea 

Our senior students in the Junior School Council have organised a morning tea next Wednesday 8th June at 10.30am to 

raise funds for cancer. We have all been touched by cancer in some way and our students recognise that they can 

contribute to something that is close to our hearts. Please RSVP your attendance and $5.00 to the office by next Monday 

6th June. We would love to see as many nans, grandpas, mums, carers, dads or aunties to the event.  

Sorry Day and 150 Years of Education displays 

Last week I hope you had the opportunity to visit the number of locations were Warrnambool West acknowledged Sorry 

Day and also 150 Years of Education. Again, much feedback has been shared and discussed in the community and 

students’ and Dayle Smithwick’s creative representations. These were acknowledged in the SIT (regional DET staff) 

newsletter this week. Well done team!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

Just a reminder that breakfast club will run from 8:30-8:50am every Tuesday to Friday. Students are to have eaten their 

breakfast before they get to class, we are finding that some students are taking a little bit more time getting back to class. 

Mr Robinson assists in supervision Tuesday and Thursday. Petra assists with supervision Wednesday and Friday. 

Thank you for another amazing and productive week at Warrnambool West! Please stay warm and healthy and enjoy your 

weekend.  
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                                                 What is  Writer’s Notebook? 

A writer’s notebook is a tool our students use to record the things they notice, observe, and think about. 

Children write best about the things that are important to them. It is writing that comes from what they 

know and what they have experienced.  

A writer’s notebook is a blank book where a writer can engage in the fun, often messy job of being a 

writer – practicing, listing, playing with language, gathering images and insights and ideas. Professional 

writers claim that the notebook is one of the most valuable tools of the trade.  

A writer’s notebook houses ideas that writers can return to in order to grow ideas, restructure, rethink, 

revise, connect ideas, and ultimately choose from a variety of entries to publish for an audience. The 

notebook is about developing the writer.  

To assist your child to develop their ideas in their writer’s notebook, families can encourage them to 

collect photos, tickets of events or movies they have attended, drawings, favourite lolly wrappers, 

interesting words, favourite poems or songs, interesting articles, quotes or magazine pictures, special 

ribbons, feathers, shells etc. Anything that inspires them! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

From the Acting 

Assistant Principal 

Mrs Meagan Roberts 
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The students worked together to build straw towers that would hold play-doh together using the skills they had suggested 
before starting;  

• Teamwork  

• Acceptance  

• Helping  

• Inclusiveness  

• Kindness 

• Communication  

• Listening  

• Friendship  

• Understanding  

• Respect  

• Equal chances 

• Fair  

• Learning  

• Safe 

• Caring  

We also explored our zones of regulation using playdoh to recognise where we may be sitting within the zones through out the 
day and how we can be in different zones at various stages throughout through out the day. 



2/06/2022           Page   6 Warrnambool West Primary School 

SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  



2/06/2022           Page   7 Warrnambool West Primary School 

Name Class Reason 

Rylan Theobald-

Daly  

Mrs Blake and Mrs 

Roberts  

For showing our school value of Respect throughout the week. Rylan is using his Five L's Of 

Listening skills well in the classroom. He greets his peers and teachers with a cheery hello 

and big smile every day. Rylan is working hard in the classroom learning his numbers and 

Mariam   Miss Grey For being a respectful member of our class. Mariam is always respectful to herself, others, 

and our school. She is always willing to help anyone out and is very considerate of other 

people's feelings. Well done, Mariam.  

Jacko Dewitte Mrs Mitchell  Last week I chose Jacko for student of the week because of the way he spoke at our open 

day celebration performance and for the way he contributed to his team house points in 

getting ready for the day. 

Dominic Rogitsch  Miss Evans  For excellent effort and participation during the Auslan performance yesterday. Well done, 

Dom!  

Babu SONGE-

MOHAMED  

Ms McElgunn Babu is always respectful to all teachers, students and his classmates.. He listens to others 

and is always ready to learn. Dean comes to school happy each day and always starts his 

work straight away and is not afraid of being challenged.  

Tealy Lynn Mrs John  Tealy has shown our school value of respect, she has shown respect in all her classes and 

engaged in her learning each and everyday. Tealy has shown she is a learner in class time 

and using each and every learning minute to the best of her ability, she is taking on 

feedback and using it in her work each day. 

Well Done Tealy! 

Logan Young P.E 

Mr Hackett 

For his outstanding efforts when representing the school. Logan in his first year of senior 

school qualified and competed up to the divisional level. Well Done! 

Olivia Hogan Science 

Mr Hackett 

For her respectful attitude and curiosity of learning during our excursion to Tower Hill. Well 

Done! 

Lexi Gray Music 

Mr Hackett 

For her wonderful performance at the Open Day as part of our Year 1/2 ensemble. Keep up 

the great work!  

Students of the Week Week 5 
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WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 6  

30th May—3rd 

June 

30th 31st 1st  2nd 3rd 

Assembly  

Winter Sports  

Week 7  

6th-10th June   

6th 

RSVP due for the 

Biggest Morning 

Tea 

7th 8th 

F-2 Shoelace Tying 

Incursion 9:30-11 

Biggest Morning 

Tea 

 

9th 10th  

Shared 

Professional 

Practise Day. 

(Students not 

required at 

school) 

Week 8  

13th-17th June 

13th 

Queens Birthday 

Public Holiday 

14th 15th 16th 17th 

Assembly 

Week 9  

20th-24th June 

20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 

Assembly  

Important Dates: Term 2, 2022 

FRIDAY 10TH JUNE 

Shared Professional Practise Day.  

(Students not required at school) 

TheirCare is operating on this day  

 www.theircare.com.au 

SAILING TOWARDS SUCCESS  
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Warrnambool West Primary School 

LUNCH ORDER LIST 

Meat Pies     $3.50 

Pastie      $3.50 

Potato Pie     $3.50 

Sausage Roll    $2.50 

Nibble Pie     $1.50 

Plain Salad Roll    $4.20 

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll $4.50 

PLEASE NOTE: 

*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY 

*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN PAPER BAG 

THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE STUDENTS ORDER IN IT. 

*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE INCLUDED. NO 

CHANGE WILL BE GIVEN. 

*PLEASE DO NOT SEND LUNCH ORDERS IN AN 

ENVELOPE. 

The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will 

need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by 

9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags. 

This Week’s Special  

Hedgehog -  $2.50 

Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00 


