
‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’ 

      Warrnambool West Primary School 

On behalf of Warrnambool West Primary School, we would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of 
the land on which this school is built, and we recognise their connection to the land and community. We 
respect the stories, traditions, and living cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. We respect 
the Elders past, present and emerging on this land, as we continue our learning journey together.  
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Term 1—Week 6— Thursday 2nd March 2023 

This week in 1/2 M we have been focusing on 

ordering 2-digit and 3-digit numbers. 

Students’ measured their standing still jump 

and then ordered their jumps from smallest 

to largest. 

Students’ added up the total of all jumps to 

get a grand total in the thousands.  



 
 
 
  

  

 

Dear Families, 

Reflecting on the past fortnight 
about our wonderful little 
school, three words come to 
mind… laughter, colour, and 
connections. Staff and students 
alike were delighted to be part 
of the ‘Big Life- Big Ride’ launch 
sponsored by Callaghan Motors. 
Students painted a ‘helping 
hand’ on brand new cars which 
were used as support vehicles 
for eighty-eight riders who rode from Melbourne to 
Warrnambool last Friday in searing 36-degree heat. Our 
very own staff member Olivia Edwinsmith (Allanah 
Madeline Foundation) participated in the gruelling ride 
and was extremely appreciative of the welcome the team 
received on their arrival into Warrnambool. On behalf of 
our community, I congratulate Olivia and all the riders on 
the ride and recognise their efforts to raise funds to 
support the youth in Warrnambool.  

The weather really turned it on for our welcome BBQ and 
Colour Run. The kids had an absolute ball, making their 
way through different obstacles, whilst getting covered in 
bright and wonderful colours. It was great to see teachers 
and some family members get into the fun too. Many 
students and staff arrived at school on Monday morning, 
sporting multi-coloured hair! Thanks to our family 
members who came along to support their children and 
to our staff who assisted with setting up, participated in 
the event, and helped pack things away.  

Special mention to Mr Hackett, Mrs Blake and the ‘Hands 
on Learning’ students for their organisation of the event. 
Final calculations of funds raised from the evening has 
not yet been finalised. What a fun event; I’m not sure 
who had the most fun, parents, staff, or students! 

We’re excited to have officially launched The Fathering 
Project at Warrnambool West Primary School, which aims 
to help dads and father figures be more engaged with 
their kids. Many WWPS dads and father figures joined in 
our first event making connections with each other for 
the first time. With research showing ‘the more a father is 

involved the better the outcomes for the child,’ we’re 
excited to see how The Fathering Project, and the dads 
involved, will catalyse positive benefits for our students 
and wider community. Thanks to our Wellbeing mentor 
for organising the launch with the next event to be 
organised for term two. Please contact Mark at the school 
if you require more information or have ideas to include 
in the next catchup. 

Other News… 

Student Support Groups Meetings 
I wish to thank families who accepted the invitation to 
attend the Student Support Group meetings held this 
week, with others planned in the coming weeks. It is 
always a terrific opportunity to strengthen our Home-
School partnership and to take the time to understand 
the needs of our students. We are fortunate to have so 
many Learning and Wellbeing initiatives within our school 
to support students. I wish to thank our wellbeing 
mentor, Mark Robinson for organising the meetings.  

 
Junior School Council 
It is important for students to experience leadership 
opportunities during their schooling, to learn the art of 
building relationships within teams, achieving tasks 
effectively and it also provides an opportunity to gain 
experience to identify and display effective 
communication and interpersonal skills. At West, we 
believe all members of our school community should be 
capable of exercising leadership in different contexts. The 
more leadership is encouraged, the more it flourishes. 
Students at our school have the opportunity to 
experience leadership through formal and informal 
leadership positions; by striving to uphold our school 
values of Respect, Inclusiveness, Safe and Being a 
Learner; and through the opportunities to achieve 
success with friends and peers in the classroom, in the 
yard and through representing our school on the various 
sporting teams offered or choir performances. Our JSC 
Student leadership positions for the school year were 
announced at our recent assembly. I wish to congratulate 
all our student leaders who were acknowledged. The JSC 
first event is scheduled next Monday afternoon as part of 
‘Clean up Australia Day.’ For further details are outlined 
later in the newsletter. Both Ms McElgunn and I are very 
much looking forward to working with these students. 

 
Attendance 
The building blocks for a great education begin with 
students coming to school every day. If students miss 
school regularly, they miss learning the fundamental skills 
that set them up for success in the later years of 
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From the Principal 

Mrs Clare Monk  



schooling. There is no safe number of days for missing 
school. Each day a student is not at school puts them 
behind and can affect their educational outcomes. It is 
important that children develop habits of regular 
attendance at an early age and that any holidays are 
planned during school holidays where possible, and not 
during the term.  

All student absences need to be recorded by parents on 
Compass or with a phone call to the office. It is now DET 
policy that any students who have more than five days 
unexplained absence must be referred to regional office. 
Children should be at school by 8.55am so that they are 
settled and ready to commence class on time, at 9am 
sharp. 

 
School Council 
Our first School Council meeting for the year was held on 
Monday evening. A motion was passed by council to 
conduct an Easter Egg raffle to be drawn on the last day of 
term one. Further information and tickets will be sent 
home next week to families. As executive officer of council 
I also thanked our outgoing school council members. On 
behalf of the school community, I would like to thank 
Angela Wickham (Parent Rep), Sally Woolman and Vanessa 
Attrill (DET rep) and Rinska Moritz (community member) 
for their time and commitment to school council past 12-
24 months.  

Our nominations have now closed for the coming year, 
and I am pleased to announce the following parents/
carers and staff as school council members; Jodie Millet, 
Kelly Marson, Dana Lynn, Angela Wickham, Amelia 
Armitage, Nicole McCorkindale (Parent Reps) Karen 

Holdsworth, Heath Hackett, Geraldine Mitchell (DET Reps). 
We still have one parent vacancy left to fill and if you are 
interested in nominating yourself, please make contact. 
 I wish to thank the above parents and staff for their 
willingness to nominate for school council. We are 
fortunate to have a cohesive and positive council and I 
thoroughly enjoy meeting each month. Our March 
meeting and AGM will be held on Monday 20th March in 
the library at WWPS starting at 6:30pm. 

Long Weekend Reminder 
Next Friday, March 10th is a student free day. The school 
will be closed for all staff to attend a professional learning 
day with Karen Young, ‘Managing Anxiety- Helping young 
people thrive through anxiety at school.’  
Theircare will be open for the full day for those working 
families who require care for their children. If you wish 
your child to attend any session, please register at 
www.theircare.com.au. Our service co-ordinator, Claudia 
is available onsite from 2:30 pm each day if you wish to 
speak with her or require any assistance to complete the 
registration. 
  
Monday 13th March is a public holiday for Labour Day and 
the school is also closed on this day. 

I will leave you all with a thought of the week:  

‘Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever has.’ 

 
Kind Regards, 
Clare Monk  
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From the Office…… 

Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

The Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides 
payments for eligible students to attend activities like 
school camps or trips, swimming and school-organised 
sport programs, outdoor education programs, 
excursions, and incursions. Families holding a valid 
means-tested concession card or temporary foster 
parents, validity 31st Jan’23 are eligible to apply. We 
must receive a copy of your current card for us to apply 
for this assistance. Please present your card to the office 
as soon as possible. Payment amount for 2023 is $125 
per year for eligible primary school students. Payments 
are made directly to the school and are tied to the 
student.  

 

 
Attendance Forms 
Last week some students received unexplained absence 
forms. Please fill out this form and return it to the office 
as soon as possible.  
 
Update Family Details  

All families were sent home enrolment information 
which we have on file for each family. We ask that you 
review this information and if any of your details have 
changed, please amend the form, and return it to the 
office. It is crucial that we have access to correct 
personal details in case of an emergency  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theircare.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cclare.monk%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7962cd3c20f94c6b4e8908d9e1690e6d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637788664074471581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3


 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy Learning Community 

 
The capacity to learn is a gift, the ability to learn is a skill and the willingness to learn is a choice. Life as a teacher 

begins the day you realise that you are always a learner and as adults who choose to teach our students, we must 

open our own pathway and never stop learning. 

Yesterday, Meagan Roberts and I took part in the Wimmera South West Numeracy Learning Community initiative to 

continue our journey in strengthening the way we teach, approach and assess student learning in mathematics. 

Students are at the core of every professional learning we embark on and we have already come a long way in our 

delivery of a highly effective mathematics program here at Warrnambool West PS. 

The work we have in front of us is to continue on our improvement journey to support staff to embed our 

instructional model as a consistent method of practice that challenges and prioritises students’ ability to learn and 

connect them to authentic numeracy and see themselves as mathematicians.  

In leading the mathematics across the school, we needed to ask ourselves these key questions so we can best 

support teachers and progress our student achievement; 

• What impact do we want to have? 
• What problems are we trying to solve? 
• What changes could we make that will result in improvement? 
• How will we know we are having the desired impact? 

Meagan and I are reflective mathematics leaders and always collaborate to put our students’ needs first. The day in 

Dunkeld enabled us to create an action plan for how we can continue to progress our teaching and learning program. 

We acknowledged how fortunate we were with professional learning of the Primary Mathematics and Science 

Specialist program over the past two years that has put us in a great position of paving a path of where to next for 

our students and also our teachers.  

We have the best teachers in front of our students who share the same vision of improving learning and outcomes.  

Areas to prioritise here at Warrnambool West PS is; strengthening our well-researched teaching practices for student 

achievement, prioritising key concepts and learning, consolidating the improvements in planning, designing and 

teaching mathematics and utilising our expertise to further design rich learning cycles and experiences for our little 

mathematicians. 

As you can see, teachers value best practice and always consider what works best for our students and how we can 

provide experiences to best meet the needs of our school. Learning is constant, learning is a daily experience and a 

lifelong commitment, and well worth it.  

   Ms. Karen Holdsworth 

 Assistant Principal 

From the  
Assistant Principal 
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In 2/3G this fortnight, we have been identifying and noticing when we are in 

different zones throughout the day. We have explored and discussed ways we 

can care for ourselves and our zones.  

Read below to see some different strategies we have been using in our classroom 

and at home.  

When I’m in the blue zone and feeling sad, I go and talk to my teddy – Maddie R 

When I’m in the blue zone, I go to my room and I play with my teddies – Harry  

When I’m in the green zone, I am listening and showing that I am ready to learn – Allira  

When I’m in the green zone, I feel happy and I can talk and play with my friends – Hamish  

When I’m in the yellow zone and feeling frustrated, I do some colouring in – Dawson  

When I’m in the yellow zone, I count to 10 and take deep breaths – Erica  

When I’m in the red zone and feeling angry, I take 5 deep breaths and play with my 

kittens – Tuurann  

When I’m in the red zone and feeling angry, I lay down in my favourite blanket and 

watch TV – Harmony D  

HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR ZONES! 
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Our 2023 Junior School Council 
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Important Dates: Term 1, 2023 

 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 6 

27th-3rd  

February 

27th 

District  Tennis 

28th 

 

1st 

 

2nd 3rd 

Assembly 

Week 7 

6th-10th 

March 

6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 

Student Free Day 

Week 8 

13th-17th 

March 

13th 

Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

14th 

 

15th 

NAPLAN 

16th 

NAPLAN 

17th 

NAPLAN 

Assembly 

Week 10 

20th-24th 

March 

20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 

School Athletics 

Day 



CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY! 
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Name Class Reason 

Calais Bowler F/1 - Mrs 

Roberts and Mrs 

Blake 

For showing our fortnight’s Behaviour Intention ‘Being Respectful’ daily. Calais has 

lovely manners and listens attentively. He models our school values perfectly and 

we are super lucky to have him in our classroom! 

Isaac Mallen 1/2 - Mrs Bail For his willingness to listen to instructions and apply his learning in the writing 

task.  

Erica Gibbins 2/3 - Miss Grey For transitioning into life at WWPS with ease. She is always showing the school 

values, especially the value of being respectful and a learner. Erica gives every 

learning opportunity her all and is always showing respect to herself,  her learning 

and her peers.  

Isabelle Clays 3/4 - Miss Evans For always showing respect to others, demonstrating kindness and for her love of 

learning.  

Chayce Cesta-Incani 4/5 - Mr Cooper For always being a respectful member of the 4/5 learning community and always 

being a productive learner.  

Summreen Yousufi 5/6 - Mrs 

O’Brien 

For working so well independently and writing an amazing story about the bear.  

Isaac Mallen Visual Arts -    

Mrs Blake 

For sharing his knowledge of the Colour Wheel and how to mix colours with the 

class. Isaac shows the school’s Behaviour Intention and School Values throughout 

every lesson.  

Ayden Gibbins PE - Mr Hackett For an outstanding start to the year in Physical Education. Ayden is never afraid to 

try something new and always gives his 100% personal best in each activity. Keep 

up the amazing work! 

Students of the Week 4 

On March 5th, we are doing Clean Up Australia Day. It will start 

at 3pm-3:15pm. The grade that is doing the best will have a 

whole grade prize. Please provide you own gloves if you are able.  

We love learning in a clean school! 

- 5/6 class 
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‘Toddle on Hoddle’ 

Come and join West Warrnambool Neighbourhood 

House’s Playgroup. 

Where: WWPS Multi Purpose Room 

When: Tuesday mornings 

Time: 9.30-11am 

For… Art and craft activities, floor play, fun with 

food, stories, sing-alongs and endless activities 

Morning tea is provided. 

New families are welcome  

Please call Jill 0418 944 276  
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