Term 1—Week 2— Thursday 3rd February 2022

Warrnambool West Primary School
‘WWPS is a Child Safe school’

Welcome to our new 2022 Foundation students!
Mrs Roberts, Mrs Blake and Lara are very proud of
how well our new Foundation (Prep) students have
settled into their first week of school. We asked
them what their favourite thing was about school
and this is what they said …..

“I like the prize box” - Jaxon

“I like playing with the fish” - Rylan

“I like playing outside” - Ella

“I like the animals at Art” - Gavin

“I like drawing” - Scarlett

“I like playing outside with Jetta” - Lenox

“I like playing on the playground” - Imogen

“I like playing with the trains” - Karl

“I like playing outside with my friends” - Natalie

“I like reading books” - Casey

“I like stories” - Megan

“I like Lenox” - Jetta

“I like playing” - Nate
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our staff in the role of education support. Jasmine has
worked for many years in Childcare and will be supporting
students in year 4/5.

From the Principal
WELCOME BACK
Dear Families,
An extremely warm welcome to all families of WWPS to the
2022 school year. I trust that you have had a wonderful and
relaxing summer break with family and friends. The holidays
certainly flew past, and school has started really smoothly
for new and continuing students. It has been fabulous to
hear about everyone’s news and I know you share in the joy
in the fact that you can return onto the school grounds for
drop off and pick-up. It’s always wonderful at the start of
the year to see the children renewing friendships, settling
into new classrooms, getting to know their new teachers
and participating in engaging learning activities that the
teachers have prepared over the holidays for them. I
commend our teachers for the work they have done over
the holidays to ensure that the start of the year has been a
positive experience. I especially extend a special welcome
to families new to our school community. I look forward to
working with you to help your child grow into amazing
young people.
It has been a pleasure to welcome our 16 Prep students to
the West community and see them settle confidently into
their new classrooms and routines. From arriving, saying
goodbye at the door, unpacking, getting organised, learning
how to follow instructions, play, learn and even complete
some tests- they have all been amazing! The Preps have
already met their Year 6 buddies who proudly introduced
them to the wider school community at our first assembly
on Monday. What an exciting time for them and their
families, as they begin their formal education journey. Well
done to Mrs. Meagan Roberts and Mrs. Renae Blake for
their work in facilitating a smooth start for our newest
school members.
I would like to take this opportunity to warmly welcome new
staff members; Our new trainee, Makayla Lowther will be
supporting Vanessa in the front office and assisting teachers
in the classroom. Makayla recently completed her VCE at
Warrnambool College and will use 2022 as a gap year,
before heading to university in 2023. Welcome back to Miss
Mary-Rose McElgunn, who is very excited to be teaching
year 4/5. Ms. Dayle Smithwick has taken on the role of
Visual Arts teacher, working every Tuesday and Wednesday.
Dayle is a passionate art teacher who also teaches part-time
at Camperdown College. Jasmine Holloway has also joined
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Sadly, we have one very popular face missing from our staff
this year. Over the holidays, Toby Webb accepted a position
with Fire Rescue Victoria and has already commenced his
training. Joining the service has been a lifelong dream of
Toby’s and it is wonderful that this opportunity came his
way. Toby came into the school three years ago as the new
student wellbeing mentor. He very quickly made strong
connections with staff, students and families, offering
wellbeing support to many. Toby’s strong sense of moral
purpose ensured the students and families of West always
had someone who could advocate for them, and it didn’t
matter how difficult the issue was, he was always there to
listen and offer advice. On behalf of our community, I wish
Toby all the best in his new career and have no doubt that
he will be just as fabulous in the role as a fiery as he was in
the role of student mentor.
The position of wellbeing mentor is currently advertised on
DET- Recruitment online.
The year ahead will provide many opportunities for staff,
families and students to work together to maximise
learning, address challenges and celebrate growth. These
relationships between school and home are so important
and I am grateful for the efforts made across our school
community to build and nurture these relationships so that
in the more difficult times, we are well placed to effectively
resolve problems. Please continue to make contact with
myself, our Assistant Principal, Karen Holdsworth, or the
relevant teacher if you would like to discuss any aspect of
your child’s transition to the new school year.
Thank you to students and families for the effort that is
being made to ensure learning can commence at the first
bell (9am) each day. Coming to school on time, every day,
ready for learning are fundamental elements that underpin
successful academic achievements, as well as building a
sense of belonging to their teachers and friends. If you are
having difficulty with your child’s attendance, please make
contact as we welcome the opportunity to work with
families to remove barriers that impact on school
attendance.
I trust that all students and families will find their time at
Warrnambool West rewarding in many ways. Warrnambool
West is an inclusive community that encourages all students
to treat each other with respect, achieve personal
excellence and take ownership for behavior. We are proud
of our school, and I wish all students a very satisfying and
successful year.
Warmest Regards,
Clare Monk

Great Community

|

Great Future

Warrnambool West Primary School

03/02/2022

Cont….

Page 3

risk of transmission of the coronavirus is to remain at home
and get tested if you are unwell, even with the mildest of
symptoms.

Covid
Like everyone across the state, I was hoping that the start of
2022 would signal the return of normality for school
operating guidelines, however the start of this term is going
to be challenging with Covid cases so high in our community.
I sincerely thank all families for monitoring the heightened
communication from the school over the last week as our
duty of care for all students, staff and parents is our highest
priority at present. The collection of the free rapid antigen
tests by families was well received. If you have not yet
collected the pack, please make contact with office staff to
arrange distribution. Tests should be conducted twice
weekly, on days that suit families.
If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time,
they must report this through the Department of Health
system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the
coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
Parents must report a positive result to their school, by
phone or written notification; this is so the school can
support students, record that they will be absent while in 7day isolation and let the rest of the school community know
there has been a positive case onsite and that they should
monitor for symptoms.
Testing is voluntary, however regular testing will help keep
our school community safe.

In summary; Parents/Visitors can enter school grounds for student pick-up
and drop-off
Parents, visitors or volunteers who come onsite must comply
with vaccination requirements and be fully vaccinated (unless
a medical exemption applies)
Parents/visitors are not permitted in corridors or classrooms.
Staff must wear a face mask indoors (when not teaching
students)
Year 3-6 Students must wear a face mask indoors
Parents/Carers must wear a face mask indoors
QR code check ins are required for all schools and businesses
in Victoria:
PARENTS/CARERS who enter the office area, please QR code
check in using the posters displayed around the school. You
will be asked to show your vaccination certificate.
Please inform the school if you or your family members are
isolating or in quarantine.
The most important action EVERYONE can take to reduce the
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Please read carefully and follow the health advice and
information we are sharing with you from the Department of
Health and the Department of Education. By following the
advice our school will remain safe and open for students
learning to happen face to face, which is what we all want in
2022.
ANNUAL REMINDERS
Uniform
All our students looked splendid in their full uniforms as they
came through the school gates last Monday. We ask that you
ensure your child is in uniform each day in order to continue
the high standards we set for ourselves. Hats are to be worn
until the end of April so please ensure your child has a broad
brimmed hat (named) available every day. Those students
without a hat must remain under cover, for the duration of
recess and lunchtime. Hats can be purchased from the office.
We do have sunscreen available at school, however if you
believe your child may have an allergy to certain sunscreen,
please supply your own.
Student Supervision Before and After School
Teachers commence yard duty supervision of the playground
at 8:45pm each day. Please be aware that children who arrive
prior to 8:45am may be unsupervised in the playground.
After school there are teachers on yard duty until 3:45pm.
After 3:45pm children who have not been collected will be
brought to the area outside the office, where every effort will
be made to contact parents or guardians. We understand
that from time-to-time emergencies do happen, please let
the office know if they can support you
Collection of students from school during school hours
The Victorian Department of Education and Training (DET)
has policies and guidelines for the collection of children
during school hours from government schools. Students must
only be collected by their parents (subject to any specific
court orders) or by a person who has been authorised by the
parents to pick up their child. An authorised person is
anyone who has been identified by the parents on the
enrolment form such as Adult A or Adult B or anyone listed as
an Emergency Contact. If the authorised person signing the
child out early is not known to the office staff, they can
expect to be asked for photo identification. If any of your
family personal contact details have changed over the
holidays, including emergency contacts, please office staff. It
is vital that we have current information for each family on
file as part of our emergency management procedures. If you
wish to collect your child from school before dismissal time,
they must be signed out at the office. This ensures all
students can be accounted for in the case of an emergency.
If you have any questions about these procedures,
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If you have any questions about these procedures, please do
not hesitate to speak to myself or any of the office staff.
On a related topic, if there are or have been any family court
orders in place that are relevant to your children can you
please ensure that we have the latest copy on file, so we are
aware of any custody or access restrictions that are in place.
Late Arrivals
Students arriving after 9am should report to the office first.
Office staff will record their attendance as a late arrival and
students will then go to class. DET monitor daily attendance of
each school and if lateness is becoming a problem contact will
be made with families.
Named Clothing
Parents are asked to check that clothing is clearly named. If
you have 2nd hand clothes, please check that the name has
been changed. If clothes are correctly named, we have some
hope of returning items to the correct owners.

The Department of Education and Training (which includes all
Victorian government schools, central and regional offices)
values the privacy of every person and is committed to
protecting information that schools collect.
All staff including contractors, service providers and volunteers
of the Department, and Warrnambool West Primary School,
must comply with Victorian privacy law and this policy.
In Victorian government schools the management of ‘personal
information’ and ‘health information’ is governed by the
Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic) and Health Records
Act 2001 (Vic) (collectively, Victorian privacy law).
This policy explains how our school collects and manages
personal and health information, consistent with Victorian
privacy law. Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s
collection statement, found on the link below.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx

Communication
If you need to speak with your child’s teacher, please contact
the office for an appointment or alternatively write a note to
arrange a meeting time. Please note: Staff are often very busy
in the mornings prior to instruction time, preparing for the day
ahead. Staff also have meeting commitments after school on
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons from 3.40 onwards and
therefore it is not always possible to meet with you after
school on these days. If you have an urgent concern about
your child regarding any start of year questions or concerns,
please make contact with me through the office.
Assembly
Our weekly assembly is held each Friday afternoon
commencing approximately 2:50 pm. Families are welcome to
join students and staff to celebrate the week’s learning and
student achievements.
Weather permitting, the assemblies will be held in the
undercover area until further notice.
All family members attending must enter via the front office,
QR code, and wear a mask.
Privacy Statement.
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From the
Assistant Principal
Our 2022 school year starts off right.
Welcome back to the new school year and I have been so grateful to talk to so many students and see how much they have grown
over the break. Not only in height, but in confidence and strength of character. It makes me a proud staff member where students
and staff genuinely return with such a positive energy.

I have been fortunate to work alongside two new staff members this week and they are so well deserving to start the year off
being celebrated as fabulous new role models for our students. They share their story here. Have a lovely start to the year
everyone, looking forward to seeing everyone throughout the term!

Dayle Smithwick

Mary-Rose McElgunn

Number of years teaching: 16

Number of years teaching: 30

What is one of your hidden talents? Crack a stock
whip.

What is one of your hidden talents? I have a knack
for fixing small engines, gadgets/toys.

What would the students be surprised to find out
about you? I lived in America designing sets for productions.

What would the students be surprised to find out
about you? I love surfing and boogy boarding.

What makes a good day at school? Fun creating Art,
listening to music.
If you could pass on any wisdom to your students,
what would you share? Be the best person you can be.
Be YOU!
How do you remember your students’ names? I
was hoping someone could help me with this! I have
learnt about 30 names so far!
What is your first memory from your school
days? Lining up on the outside coloured dots ready for
class.

How do you think students will remember you
and your class? Fun, engaging projects. School is full of
colour and Art.

What makes a good day at school? The students
smiling and being kind to each other and having fun
learning.
What are your ‘trapped on a desert island’ books
or movies? Book; ‘Mao’s Last Dancer’.
If you could pass on any wisdom to your students,
what would you share? Being kind and smiling makes
you and other people feel so much better.
How do you remember your students’ names? I
find it easy but I don’t know how or why!
What is your first memory from your school days?
On my first day of Prep, a boy came up to me and offered
to carry my over-sized bag (I was very tiny!) and we have
been friends ever since.
How do you think students will remember you
and your class? A lot of silly things I do, such as the
birthday dance and singing and my crazy sense of humour.

Ms. Karen Holdsworth
Assistant Principal
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Warrnambool West Primary School is hosting a mini
COVID-19 vaccination clinic. This clinic will provide first
doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 paediatric vaccine to all eligible students aged 5 to 11.
The clinic is at Warrnambool West Primary, 3:30-5:30pm on
Wednesday 16th February.
Getting vaccinated is safe, effective and free.
How to book
Phone school office to book your appointment.
Complete the consent form by Thursday, February 10th and return to
school.
The school will send you your vaccination time.
You can walk in to get vaccinated

OR
You can book at also book directly by phoning the vaccination provider- Cobden Health Family Practice on 55953110

Find out more about vaccination for kids: https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-childrenand-teenagers

Seesaw App
This year, each classroom will again be using Seesaw.
In class, teachers will use the app to share resources with their students and see samples of a
student’s work that they have uploaded. Students will use the work to communicate and share
their work with each other.
At home, families can use the app to see photos of their child’s work, letters and information from
their student’s teacher, ideas to help their child at home and much more. Families can reply and
send messages to their child’s teacher.
Compass will still be used to manage whole school information, approving excursions and informing
the school of a student’s absence. Seesaw has information specifically related to your child. Your
child’s teacher will send home a sheet with a QR code. This is unique for each child. Download the
Seesaw Family app, select ‘I’m a parent,’ and then scan the QR code for each of your children.
Families can view the work posted in their own child's journal. Families do not see the work of
anyone else in the class. If you have more than one child at the school, you simply click on the
name of the child whose work you wish to see.
We hope you enjoy sharing your child’s learning journey with them in this way!
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Important Dates: Term 1, 2022
WEEK

MONDAY

Week 2

31st

31st-4th

Students return

TUESDAY
1st

WEDNESDAY
2nd

THURSDAY
3rd

4th
Assembly

February
Week 3

Lunch orders
begin
7th

8th

9th

7th—11th
February

Week 4

14th

15th

14th—
18th

16th

10th

11th

Final day for return
of COVID Vaccination consents

Assembly

17th

18th

5-11 year old Vaccinations 3:305:50 pm

February
Week 5

FRIDAY

21st

22nd

23rd

Assembly

24th

25th

21st-25th

Welcome BBQ

February

Colour Run

Sporting Schools
Sporting Schools is back!
Come join Mr Hackett on Thursday afternoons starting next
week Thursday 10th of February. Touch rugby sessions will be
held from 3:30pm- 4:30pm on Thursdays for the Term. If you
are interested please sign up at the office. Be quick, a maximum
of 25 spots are available.
Mr Hackett
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The non-contactless orders from Chitticks Bakery will continue each Friday throughout the term. Orders will
need to be placed in a brown paper bag with the correct money into your classrooms lunch order basket by
9:05am. Siblings will require their own individual orders and bags.

This Weeks Special
Hedgehog - $2.50
Iced Donut (choc/pink) - $2.00
Warrnambool West Primary School
LUNCH ORDER LIST

Meat Pies

$3.50

Pastie

$3.50

Potato Pie

$3.50

Sausage Roll

$2.50

Nibble Pie

$1.50

Plain Salad Roll

$4.20

Chicken/Ham Salad Roll

$4.50

PLEASE NOTE:
*Lunch orders are ONLY available on a FRIDAY
*LUNCH ORDERS MUST BE WRITTEN ON A CLEAN

PAPER BAG THAT IS BIG ENOUGH TO FIT THE
STUDENTS ORDER IN IT.
*THE CORRECT MONEY MUST BE
INCLUDED. NO CHANGE WILL BE

GIVEN.

The Year 56H students have returned to school with energy, enthusiasm and excitement!
Reflecting on our holiday break and reconnecting with our peers has been a strong focus for the students.
Having a break from the routines and structures of school is important and helps us
relax and re-energise, but it’s always great to return and see our friends and teachers again and reconnect with our school community

As part of our reconnecting we played a game of “Speed Meeting”.
The students spent 30 seconds with a number of different partners, sharing any interesting snippets of information about themselves then retelling this in their notebooks.
Some of the responses were:
During Speed Meeting I learned that…

Franchesca’s favourite game is FNAF (Taj)
Rylee likes to go to the speedway (Taj)
Mitchell likes sports (Jacob)
Joshua went bowling (Liam)
Ross has 5 sons and the oldest one is 37 and Ros has 5 grandchildren and one is 6
months old (Hudson)
Aidan went on a Rollercoaster and he likes motor bikes (Hudson)
Aidan has a dirt bike (Bailey)
Tealy thinks her cat is the best cat in the world (Bailey)
Ella has a new baby cousin (Harlie)
Winnie has 3 cats (Harlie)
Summreen is a harry Potter fan (Franchesca)
Taj plays a lot of basketball and his favourite colour is blue (Franchesca)
Harlie has a cat (Winnie)
Jessica has two dogs and their names are Stella and Max (Jaawan)
Zoey loves Geelong (Tealy)
Jacob can swim and dance (Aidan)
Bailey has a laptop XBox series and a switch (Aidan)
Ella W has a cat and is going to Warrnambool College (Ella E)
Jaawan went to Colac and Melbourne (Zoey)
Lilly went to the Speedway on the holidays (Rylee)
Lilly has 5 brothers (Kasey)
Franchesca has a lot of cousins and loves to draw (Ella W)
Winnie has three cats and her favourite colour is green (Summreen)

NOTE: Orders will close on the
18th of February

